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Official publication of the Diesel RV Club

Aspects of MPG:

Improving
Fuel Economy
VERY OFTEN THE QUESTION IS HEARD: “How many miles to the gallon?” Almost as often the response is: “If you’re
worried about fuel economy you shouldn’t be thinking about an RV.” While there is some truth to this, RVing continues
to have a lower carbon footprint than flying a family of four on a vacation. Perspective is everything. So, what are the
factors that affect fuel economy, and what one can do to achieve a level with which they are comfortable?
Fuel economy is impacted by1:
• Aerodynamics, especially when
driving at speeds greater than
50 mph.
• Rolling resistance, when under
50 mph.
• Accessories such as an alternator, cooling fan, or air-conditioning compressor.

Aerodynamics
Air drag is a function of speed. Every
2% reduction in aerodynamic drag
results in approximately 1% improvecontinued on page 4
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Two factors are always in conflict
– power and economy. You cannot
maximize both at the same time.
Economy uses less fuel and power
consumes more.

HAPP

• Factors you control; speed,
proper tire selection, tire inflation, a clean radiator, and dash
A/C properly charged.

DRVC
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The Officer’s Corner
Rod Kenly, President
Christmas Day has come and gone. It has been a weird
holiday season. Families did not get together (for the most
part) due to the ongoing pandemic.
The pandemic has meant spending more time separated
from face-to-face contact with others while providing time
to reflect on the values we hold that are really important.
Covid-19 has made Zoom, WiFi, virtual school, Instacart,
and telemedicine parts of everyday life. It has had an
impact. The impact on how we do things for 2021 remains
to be seen.
I think there is a light at the end of the tunnel. The vaccine
is out, and I know people who have already received both
shots. But it is important that we continue to wear masks
as required, wash hands frequently, and continue to social
distance. How much longer we need to do these basic
things, no one knows. For sure, the more we all cooperated
in doing what is best the sooner we’ll be through this era
of challenge.
To be truthful, I think a lot of people are getting stir crazy;
just sitting around and wanting to put the year behind
them as quickly as possible. I hear talk, however, that
it’s important for us to give some reflection on lessons
learned and what changes need be made to make 2021
more enjoyable, happier, and healthier. We’ve all certainly

had time to think about what should be on our bucket lists
and how to safely get to those items.
Sharon and I continue to work on completing our new
house in Texas. As part of that, we are installing a rain
water collection system.
I have given a presentation at several of our rallies about
water processing for our RVs. The water is extremely hard
in Texas, coming in at 22 grains of hardness. Just like our
rigs, we run a sediment filter, followed by a carbon filter.
However, we are adding an extra unit, an inline UV light,
which kills bacteria. This would be worthwhile to add
to the RV of you have power in the dump bay. But most
people don’t so you would have to be able to add something in line. I’m considering how to do this, and I might
have something to report on this in the future.
DRVC has a great rally planned for the early spring. I think
it will be a success since we all know more about dealing
with the coronavirus than we did a year ago. Look for
information elsewhere in this issue.
Please stay safe, and see you down the road—

Rod
Plan now to attend!
February 28, 2021 through March 5, 2021

SOUTHERN
GEORGIA
RALLY
Join us for the journey!

Registration is now available
online or in this issue.
• Open day for area travel
• Tech and craft sessions
• Owner roundtable
• Good company.

Lake Park Campground
Lake Park, Georgia
Connect with Diesel RV Club via the Internet
Website:
http://www.dieselrvclub.org
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DieselRVClub/
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continued from page 1
ment in fuel economy. Here’s how Cummins describes
Aerodynamic Drag:
“Aerodynamic drag is the result of forces (pressure imbalances) acting on a vehicle as it passes
through the air. The magnitude of the forces
acting on a vehicle depends on speed, frontal
area, and external shape. Aerodynamic drag
is the most significant contributor to vehicle
power requirements above a speed of 50 mph.
As the following graph shows, aerodynamic
aids can have a major impact on vehicle fuel
economy on an interstate duty cycle and very
little impact on an intercity duty cycle.” While
the descriptive categories relate more to trucking than RVing, the
laws of physics are
the same.
14

drivers get about 20 - 30% better fuel economy than the
least efficient drivers.”
Other factors to be considered include route selection,
climate, fuel blend, weight, and idle time. East/west routes
experience almost continual crosswinds and headwinds.
Less fuel can be used on north/south routes where potential parts of the trip are not only warmer but see less wind
resistance. Rough roads, rain, and snow increase the vehicle rolling resistance and contribute to lower fuel economy.
On a cool rainy day, observe the steam (water vapor) surrounding the tires shortly after coming to a stop. Tires act
as a pump to displace water from the roadbed. Pumping
water requires horsepower and the energy turns to heat
contributing to water evaporation and lower fuel economy.

% MPG Gain

Environmental and seasonal weather changes
may require as much as
12
Towing a trailer or a
1 to 1.5 mpg difference
10
vehicle may also influin fuel consumption
8
ence aerodynamic drag as
depending on the season
6
4
well as rolling resistance.
or weather conditions. Cli2
The largest single power
mate affects performance
0
requirement for an RV
and fuel economy because
0
5
10
15
20
is the power needed to
cold air is denser than
% Aerodynamic Aid
overcome air resistance.
warm air and increases the
Interstate
Intercity
Rural Delivery
Urban Delivery
As a general rule, each 10
aerodynamic drag on the
percent reduction in air
coach. Compared to 70°F
resistance results in a 5
ambient temperature,
percent increase in mpg. As is noted below, climate also
the increased drag caused by denser air at 50°F ambiimpacts fuel economy as cold is denser and increases drag
ent temperature represents a 5% (0.3 MPG) fuel mileage
on the RV.
penalty. At 30°F, the penalty increases to 9% (0.6 MPG).
Summer blend #2 diesel fuel (API 35 gravity) has a higher
Rolling Resistance
BTU (higher heat value) content than #1 winter blend (API
Rolling resistance is the second-largest consumer of power 38) and contributes to better fuel economy. Depending
on an RV. While the tire guys will tell you that worn tires
on the geographic location, winter blend fuel can make its
provide greater fuel economy than new tires (approxiappearance during the latter part of August. Winter blend
mately 7%), that may not be a big factor for RVers since
is responsible for a 2.5% penalty (0.15 MPG).
it takes 35, 000 to 50,000 miles for new tires to become
Accessories
sufficiently worn to reduce the amount their contribution
to rolling resistance. What you can control, however, is tire The alternator, air compressor, cooling fan, power steerpressure. Every 10 psi that a tire is underinflated reduces
ing, and optional use of the generator and/or the dash
fuel economy by 1%. Tires make the biggest difference
air conditioner while driving all impact fuel economy.
in mpg below around 50 mph; aerodynamics is the most
Categorically, although largely fixed, engine accessory
important factor over around 50 mph.
and drivetrain losses can significantly contribute to total
vehicle power requirements.
Diesel engine manufacturers say that “The most efficient
continued on next page

DRVC Travelore - Page 5

continued from previous page

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT FACTORS INFLUENCING COACH MPG

What You Can Control
Vehicle Operating Techniques. Proper
operation, driving techniques, and
maintenance are key factors in getting
the maximum service life and economy from your engine.
Excessive speed decreases fuel economy. In addition, excessive idling,
operating the vehicle in the wrong
gear plus accelerating and decelerating rapidly all consume extra fuel. It
has been estimated that proper driving technique can account for a 30%
variation in fuel economy.
The following is a short list of behaviors exhibited by those drivers that
consistently obtain good fuel economy:
• Simple behaviors, like coasting
to a stop instead of staying on
the accelerator until the last
minute and then braking hard,
add up to significant fuel savings
after thousands of miles.

FACTORS

% PENALTY

DRIVER
• Worst to Best Drivers – (6.0 - 7.5 MPG)

20%

ROUTE
• Interstate vs Congested Road – (up to 1.3 MPG)

20%

VEHICLE SPEED
• 60 vs 70 MPH 9 0.8 MPG / Aero dependent)

12%

CLIMATE
• Summer (70° F or higher) vs Winter (30° F) – (0.75 MPG)
• Wind / Terrain - (0.75 MPG)

12%
12%

FUEL

GCW
TIRES

• #2D (API 35) vs Winter Blend (API 38) – (0.15 MPG)
• #2D (API 35) vs Kerosene (API 48) – (0.9 MPG)

2.5%
14%

• 55,000 lb vs. 45,000 lb @ 65 MPH – (0.55 MPG)

8.5%

• New vs. Worn lo profile radial tires – (0.15 MPG)

2.5%

IDLE TIME
• 20% vs. 10% idle time – (0/09 MPG)

1.5%

NOTE: 10% = $350 / Year (Assuming 7,500 miles / 6.5 MPG / $3.00 per gallon)

• High average vehicle speeds with minimum time
spent at maximum vehicle speed.
• High percent trip distance in top gear (90+ % recommended).
• High percent distance in cruise control.
• Minimum percent idle operation.
• Minimum service brake activity.
• Number of Sudden Decelerations.
• Service Brake Actuation’s/1000 mi.
• Avoid rapid starts: Low rpm’s = better fuel economy.
Take off gently and don’t “wind out” the engine in
the lower gears.
• Drive Deep, coast when possible: Any time that you
can coast the vehicle in gear, you will be using zero
fuel.
• Use the transmission’s Economy Mode.
• Plan ahead for hills (keep air flowing to the engine):
While some RV’s have hydraulically driven cooling

fans, most are directly belt driven by the engine.
Lower engine rpm means lower fan speed. In a hill,
you may need to shift down a gear to keep adequate
air flowing through the radiator and the air to air
aftercooler.
• Avoid hot engine shutdowns: This will extend the life
of the turbocharger.
• Limit warm-up and idle time: Today’s electronic
engines don’t need long warm-up periods. Typically,
the engine should be at normal operating temperature in a few minutes. Begin operating the engine at
a low load. Once the normal oil pressure is reached,
and the temperature gauges begin to rise, you can
safely operate at full load. Long warm-ups or excessive idling can cause carbon buildup or even slobber
out the exhaust. Generally, if you are parking for
more than 5 minutes, shut off the engine. If you
must idle the engine for an extended time, control
the idle speed to 1000 rpm.
continued on page 16
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Being Safe and Exercising Caution

Thoughts on RV Travel During the COVID-19 Pandemic
It would be difficult for any of us to have not formed an
opinion on what each of us think and feel about how our
lives have been and are being impacted by COVID-19, and
especially so when we think of
RV travel. Is RV travel permitted by local rules? If I do travel,
will the regulations of each
state we pass through allow
travel? If we get to our destination and somehow, the whole
country is placed on lockdown, how do we get home?
With all of today’s talking
heads, the politicization of all
aspects of American lives, we
are confronted with often conflicting and inaccurate information. So how do we address
the question of RV travel?
Never have state and federal powers been tested to the
extent that we are seeing today. The federal government’s
power is limited in certain circumstances. According to the

American Bar Association, “…the Commerce Clause, which
gives Congress exclusive authority to regulate interstate
and foreign commerce, the federal government has broad
authority to quarantine and
impose other health measures
to prevent spread of diseases
from foreign countries, as well
as states although that has
never been affirmed by the
courts. Also, the federal Public
Health Services Act authorizes
the secretary of Health and
Human Services to lead federal public health and medical
responses related to public
health emergencies.” The ABA
further stated “Under the U.S. Constitution’s 10th Amendment and U.S. Supreme Court decisions over nearly 200
years, state governments have the primary authority to
control the spread of dangerous diseases within their
jurisdictions. The 10th Amendment, which gives states all
powers not specifically given to the federal government,
allows them the authority to take public health emergency
actions, such as setting quarantines and business restrictions.” That guidance helps us understand why we must
look to the states for guidance when making travel plans.
Never before has it been so important to have a well
thought out travel plan before embarking on your adventure. In 2021, RV campgrounds are expected to book up
farther in advance. Following the advice of beginning
with the end in mind, work backward from your ultimate
destination. Will it be open and will you be welcome when
you want to travel? Will all of the campground facilities be
available? It is recommended that you call and check for
openings and any restrictions.
FMCA’s mobile App using TOGO RV provides access to
many resources for both planning your trip and getting
campground information from each state:
https://togorv.com/rv-living/state-by-state-updates-for-rvcamping-covid-19/.

You’ll find linked access to national campground information, helpful guides, and information for each state.
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Membership and Finance Report
The Club has experienced considerable member turnover
during 2020. On July 10, 2019, our total membership
stood at 580 members which broke out as follows: 271
were 1ST Year Free Memberships (extended to new FMCA
members), 232 Regular Members, and 14 ForumPlus
members. In addition, there were 63 pending member
renewals.
The table below shows our current membership breakdown and clearly shows how our membership has been
impacted by new FMCA members (1ST Year Free) trying
us on for size concurrent with the loss of a significant
number of Regular members. The loss may be primarily due to the increase in FMCA dues as well as the aging
out of many of our older members in addition to typical
turnover. A normal part of the RVing community join us
in their early years of retirement, fulfill their goals for RV
travel and adventure, then sell the RV and move on.
While we expect turnover, the loss we’ve incurred this year
is cause for concern and triggers the need for the Club to
take steps to revitalize the service it provides to members.
In doing so, we must be mindful of technology shifting
access to information away from clubs and organizations
with the immediate gratification that comes with quick
answers and socialization through internet alternatives.
The Board of Directors encourage all members to provide
their suggestions on what we can do to better meet your
RVing and fellowship needs (membership retention) as
well as that of prospective members (membership
enlistment).

Membership Status
Level
Total
Active Renewal Lapsed Pending
				
Overdue		Renewal
1st Year Free to New
406
406
FMCA Members
90 Day Free
Kick the Tires
Family Associate Member
FMCA Commercial Member 1
1
ForumPlus
16
12
2
14
Regular
479
365
228
5
56
Valued Partner
4
4
VIP
4
4
Total Members
910
792
231
3
60

Balance Sheet as of 12/12/2020
Number
ASSETS
1000
1100
1300
1301

Account Name

Amount

Checking
$ 55,642.52
Merchandise Inventory		 2,936.00
Club Equipment		
289.44
Receivables		 50.00
Total Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$ 58,912.96
LIABILITIES
Total Liabilities
$
0.00
EQUITY
3000
General Fund - Fund Balance
$ 53,20154
3100
Rally Fund - Fund Balance		 5,636.40
Total Equity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$ 58,917.96
TOTAL LIABILITIES + TOTAL EQUITY

$ 58,917.96

Income and Expense Statement
for the period of 01/01/2020 to 12/12/2020
Number Account Name
Amount
INCOME
4000
Dues Income
$ 6,100.00
4100
Rally Income		 6,111.00
4200
Merchandise Income		
214.00
4400
Advertising Income		
683.27
4500
Preferred Partner Income		
52.51
4600
Miscellaneous Income		
240.00
TOTAL INCOME
$ 13,400.78
EXPENSE
5000
Printed Newsletter Expenses
$ 1,537.45
5010
Forum Web Site Expenses		
225.32
5020
Membership Web Site Expenses		 1,825.63
5030
Membership CC/ PayPal Expenses		
233.47
5040
Postage		224.90
5200
Rally Expenses		 7,542.11
5202
Officer Rally Mileage Refund Expenses		 1,053.44
5300
Merchandise Expenses		
472.90
5400
Accounting Software Expenses		
440.97
5800
Office Supply Expenses		
197.45
TOTAL EXPENSE
$ 13,753.64
NET INCOME (LOSS)
$
-352.86
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SOUTHERN GEORGIA RALLY

February 28, 2021
through
March 5, 2021

Lake Park Campground – Lake Park, Georgia

Rally Masters: Dick and June Porter along with Bo and Carol Finis

Sunday, February 28, 2021
2:00-4:00
4:00-5:00
5:00-5:30
5:30-7:00

7:00-8:00

Register your attendance, pick up your goodie bag, sign up for volunteer opportunities, meet other club members
Happy Hour (BYOB)
Welcome, Announcements, Individual Photos Taken for Rally Photo Album
Due to recent events with Covid-19, there will be NO POTLUCK. Catered Dinner
from Cracker Barrel – Meatloaf, green beans, macaroni and cheese, carrots, mix
of biscuits and corn muffins and double chocolate Coca-Cola cake, coffee.
Guest Speaker

Monday, March 1, 2021
8:00-9:00

9:15		
9:30-12:00
9:30-12:00
12:00-1:00
1:30-4:00
5:00-6:00
6:00-7:00
7:00-8:30

Catered Breakfast from Cracker Barrel – Choose from smoked sausage patties,
egg n’cheese casserole with ham, hashbrown casserole, biscuits, jelly, honey, grits
and gravy, coffee and orange juice.
Group Photo (Wear your DRVC shirt)
Technical Session – Diesel Engine Maintenance (What Needs to be Done and
When) by Dick Porter and Ken Carpenter
Crafts - design and make your own chainmail earrings. If you have chainmail
pliers, please bring them.
Lunch on your own
Bean Bag Baseball
Happy Hour (BYOB) – 50/50 tickets will be sold for a selected charity.
Catered Dinner – smoked chicken, baked potato with sour cream and butter,
corn, tossed salad, rolls and dessert.
Activity still being planned
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Tuesday, March 2, 2021
8:00-9:00

Breakfast catered by Cracker Barrel – scrambled eggs, bacon, French toast, coffee.

9:00-12:00

Technical Session –Diesel Engine Maintenance Technical Forum (continued) by
Dick and Ken

9:00 12:00

Craft - Let’s paint a wine bottle. Bring an empty wine bottle of any color. When
finished we will insert a “cork” with LED lights. (I will have a few extra bottles).

12:00		

Lunch on your own

1:30-5:00

Free time to visit area attractions or just relax.

5:00-6:00

Happy Hour – 50/50 tickets will be sold for a selected charity.

6:00-7:00

Catered Dinner – ribs, potato salad, beans, rolls and dessert

7:00-8:00

Bingo - select your prize or maybe take someone else’s.

Wednesday, March 3, 2021
FREE Day to enjoy the area – Some area attractions:
• Copeland African American Museum located at Valdosta State University in Thaxton Hall. No
charge, open 10-2. Tour on your own or we can possibly arrange a tour.
• Tour historic homes in Valdosta, Georgia
• Visit Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park in White Springs, Florida (entrance fee)
• Okefenokee Swamp Park has guided boat and Park Train Tours (charge for these)
• Olustee Battlefield Historic State Park (entrance fee)

Thursday, March 4, 2021
8:00-9:00

Catered Breakfast from Cracker Barrel: Signature homemade biscuits and Sawmill
Gravy, with jams, jelly and honey, fresh seasonal fruit, coffee

9:00 - 11:00

Technical Seminar – Owner Roundtable – maintenance, problems, lessons
learned, and using the Diesel RV Club/FMCA apps, website and forum

9:00 - 11:00

Ladies Craft – Bucket List Sharing – How’s your “to go bag” and coach exit plan?

12:00 		

Lunch on your own

2:00 - 2:30

Root Beer Floats

5:00-6:00

Happy Hour (BYOB) – silent auction for our charity. Clean out the coach basement and closets for treasurers – proceeds to go to local charity.

6:00-7:00

Catered Dinner from Cracker Barrel – catfish fillets, hush puppies, coleslaw,
French fries, pecan pie

7:00 – 9:00

50/50 drawing, silent auction winners, awards for other games, and sharing

Friday, March 5, 2021
8:00-9:00

Breakfast: rolls/muffins, yogurt, and fruit
Good Byes. Travel safely and see you down the road!

Will we see you at the next rally?
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30, THROUGH SUNDAY, JULY 4, 2021.
Ponderosa Campground • Cody, Wyoming.
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Diesel RV Club FAQs
Q. How much is membership?
A. Membership is $25 per year (eNews and/or printed newsletter via USPS),
and is due on the anniversary of club membership.
Q. What do I get for being a member?
A. Membership entitles you to full access to the Diesel RV Club website, the
Technical Forum, Travelore (Newsletter), and discounts from our Valued Partners.
Q. How do I find the Club’s home page and the diesel engine forum?

✓ Diesel RV Club FAQs
✓ Why Join
✓ Become a Member
We’re here …

A. Everything can be accessed from this URL:
http://www.dieselrvclub.org
To go directly to the engine forum:
http://forum.dieselrvclub.org
Q. What do you do at rallies?
A. A typical rally is about four days long at a top tier motorhome resort with
discounted site rates, multiple maintenance seminars, hobby and how-to sessions, group social and get-acquainted times, catered meals, evening entertainment, dancing, and time to see local sites. Rallies may include silent auctions,
access to some coach services and presentations by RV vendors.
Q. What is the upcoming Rally Schedule?
A. You can find the schedule of upcoming rallies on the Club website, along
with planned rally activities. You can also register online as well as download,
print, complete, and mail the registration form.

Inspire

Granille

Q. Do you have any charity and fund raising activity?
… Where are you?

A. Although the Chapter’s purpose is to educate its members, we do contribute
to various charities and organizations in the areas where rallies are held.

Why Join the Diesel RV CLUB?
• Exchange information on RVing and diesel engines with hundreds of
diesel enthusiasts at the state-of-the-art Diesel RV Technical Forum and seminars at all DRVC rallies.
• Enjoy fun and fellowship through the Club’s full-color newsletters and at club rallies held across the country.
• Attend FMCA activities, such as area rallies and FMCA conventions, with others from the Diesel RV Club.
• Take advantage of 5% to 10% discounts on parts and service through our exclusive Valued Partner arrangements as
well as a discount on parts at O’Reilly Auto Parts stores nationwide.
• Share tech tips, travel advice, and problem-solving information with fellow Diesel RV Club members.
• Meet interesting people, form lasting friendships, learn more about motorhoming, swap coach modification and
maintenance information, and visit interesting places while creating lasting memories.
How to Become a Member
Complete and mail the form on the next page or signup online!
If you have other questions, email one of the following officers:
President: Rod Kenly – president@dieselrvclub.org
Publications: Byron Songer – editor@dieselrvclub.org
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Diesel RV Club – Membership Enrollment Form
Mission Statement: We are a club for RV owners with an interest in diesel engines including how to maintain them, get maximum
performance, and keep repair costs to a minimum. Rallies always include social activities and technical seminars and are conducted
in all areas of the US.

Membership in FMCA is required for full Diesel RV Club affiliation.
Membership Type (check one):
Names: _____________________

[ ] Regular, provide FMCA Number ____________

_____________________

Pilot – First

[ ] ForumPlus

_____________________

Pilot – Last

_____________________

Co-pilot – First

Co-pilot – Last

Mailing Address:____________________________ ________________ _________ _________________
Street/P.O. Box

City

State/Prov

Postal Code

Shipping Address:___________________________ ________________ _________ _________________
Street – no PO box please

Phones: ______________________

City

State/Prov

_____________________

Home or Office

Postal Code

______________________

Pilot’s Mobile

Co-pilot’s Mobile

E-mail Addresses: _______________________________________

________________________________________

Pilot

Co-pilot

Occupations (if retired, former occupations):
______________________________________________

________________________________________________

Pilot

Co-pilot

Emergency Contact:____________________________

__________________

__________________________

Telephone

Relationship

Name – normally not with you
Newsletter Delivery Choice (check one):

Email Only [ ]

Postal Only [ ]

Email & Postal [ ]

Referred by Member: ___________________________________________
Your RV Information:
Coach Mfg:______________

Model:_______________

Engine Mfg: ____________

Length:________

Model:______________

Slides:_______

Rated HP:___________

Make checks payable to Diesel RV Club and mail to:
Diesel RV Club
3916 Potsdam Ave. PMB #1107
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048

Note: Please feel free to duplicate for other FMCA members who are interested
in the Diesel RV Club Membership. PayPal payment option available on the
Club website – www.dieselrvclub.org
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $25 PER YEAR

VIN:________________

Serial No:______________

----- FOR CLUB USE ONLY ----Amount Received:

$ ________

___/___/____

___/___/____

Date Received

Renewal Date

Check # ______

Cash _______
Revised March 2019
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Tips for RV Tire Longevity
Everyone with an RV experiences some amazing things
while traveling. Some of us use them all year while some
of us use them seasonally. If you only drive your coach
occasionally, off-season care of the tires is as important
when rolling down the road. For sure, it is probably the
second largest investment in the unit so taking year-round
care of the tires is important. The following list of helpful
tips will help you to keep your tires in good shape on and
off the road.

KEEP THEM CLEAN
It is important to give the RV tires a good cleaning by
removing any excess mud, dirt, and grime. This is especially important before storing the unit for an extended
period. Residue from road grime can leach into the tire
which will weaken the sidewall. Also, never park your
motorhome or truck on asphalt for an extended period.
Always park on concrete or some type of pad.
Most tires for an RV are covered in a special anti-ozone
and antioxidant coating to protect them. Do not wash

your tires more than twice a year to keep these coatings
intact. Vigorous washing more often can remove the treatment, resulting in tires that wear out much faster than
you planned.

CHECK THE PRESSURE
Too much or too little air pressure can wreak havoc on
tires, even while being stored. Frequently do a quick check
to make sure that the tires are properly inflated before
parking the RV for the off-season. Some manufacturers
recommend you inflate them 25% more than normal while
in storage. This will keep them from flattening. However,
be sure to release the excess pressure before traveling. The
tires will need the extra space during operating temperatures and various road conditions
Use an inflation gauge to check the pressure, and look for
an angled dual foot pressure gauge if you want to test multiple tires. Always inflate them according to manufacturer
continued on next page

Get a Free RV Insurance Quote Online through DRVC!

https://www.myrvquote.com/drv

INSURANCE SERVICES
Overland Insurance has been a premier supplier of affordable
Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.
Look no further when you want the best
RV insurance coverage at the lowest possible cost.
Let Overland Insurance Services prepare a customized
motor home or travel trailer insurance proposal .
You’ll be amazed how much coverage your
premium dollar will buy.

Any RV - Any Size
Any Time - Online

Expert windshield replacement…
RV Glass Solutions specializes in nationwide mobile
RV windshield replacement. With one phone call,
our experts will arrange for installation by a qualified
motorhome glass technician at one of 2300 locations
nationwide, ship your new RV windshield and take care
of the insurance and billing details so you don’t have to.
It’s that easy! We also offer side window repair at our
Coburg, Oregon and Phoenix, Arizona Service Centers.

…anywhere your travels take you.
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continued from previous page
instructions which can be found in the owner’s manual,
certification tag, or even online. If you have trouble
manipulating the small, stubby valves on the tires, tire
pressure valve extenders may make checking tire pressure
easier.
A Class A RV is designed to withstand thousands of
pounds of weight while traveling. Camping equipment,
clothing, cooking appliances, and recreational items all
add to the weight the tires must carry. In fact, a big cause
of tire failure is carrying too much weight.
Try your best to keep the load as light as reasonably possible. Regularly remove anything that doesn’t need to be
inside so that it reduces the total weight and relieves some
of the pressure the tires will have to bear. The lighter the
load, the lower the chances are that you’ll end up with an
unwanted flat.

RV TIRE COVERS
Even if you park your RV inside during the off-season, the
tires will be exposed to all kinds of material including oil
and water, which can degrade and damage the tire’s outer
layer.
continued on page 16

Valued Partner List
Independent Service Centers
Accelerated Diesel — Accelerated Diesel offers full service diesel engine and drive train repair.
They have over 40 years combined experience with all diesel engines. Every
coach receives a free vehicle inspection and coming soon, turnkey RV storage. Show your membership card and get a 10% Discount on service (labor) provided at their location in
Tyler, Texas at 12614 County Road 431.Phone: (903) 881-9765
Leisure Coachworks— 5% discount on parts and labor. Alfateers provides service for most major makes and models of
motorhomes and other RVs. They offer a free RV wash and carpet shampoo with every qualified service.
Services include upgrades, collision, accidental damage, and maintenance service. Fontana, CA.
www.leisurecw.com
Luxury Coach Service — extending a 15% discount on parts and labor to all DRVC members and associates. LCS is a convenient, one-stop shop for all preventative RV repair and maintenance services on motor coaches from class
C to luxury class A. Certified technicians, a 40-bay service facility and spacious parts department ensure
your expectations will be met in a professional and timely fashion. Specializing in maintenance, upgrades,
and remodeling. Luxury Coach Service is at 1750 E. Interstate 30 in Rockwall, TX 75087. Phone (972)
771-6200..
www.luxurycoachservice.com
Oregon Motorcoach Center — Oregon Motorcoach Center offers a 10% discount on parts. Oregon Motorcoach Center
specializes in RV restoration, renovation, custom van conversions, repairs and maintenance. Located at
29417 Airport Rd, Eugene, OR 97402. Phone: 541-762-1505
www.oregonmotorcoachcenter.com
Premier Motor Coach Services — 10% discount on parts and labor. Premier Motor Coach Services (Tucson, AZ) is offering a
10% discount on parts and service. Please note the new location conveniently located at I-10 & Exit 264
(Palo Verde).
www.premiermbs.com
continued on next page
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Valued Partner List
RVincidents — 10% discount on parts and labor. An RV repair, body and paint specialty company in Nixa, MO. They provide
high quality repair services for all types of RVs, buses and trailers.
www.rvincidents.net
Cummins/Onan Engine Owners
Cummins Power Club — If you are a DRVC member and own an RV with a Cummins engine or an Onan Generator, it makes
sense to be a club member. Members receive a 10% discount on Cummins Genuine Parts and Valvoline
products. The discount also applies to service repairs and maintenance.
www.cumminspowerclub.com
Caterpillar Dealers
Carolina CAT — 10% discount on parts and labor up to a limit of $250. Caterpillar dealer in North Carolina with locations in
Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro, Monroe, and Statesville.
www.carolinacat.com
Cashman Equipment Co, — 10% discount on parts as well as a free chassis inspection. A Caterpillar dealer located in
Henderson, NV. Telephone: 702-633-4621.
www.cashmanequipment.com/parts-service/service
Gregory Poole Equipment Co, — 10% discount on parts and labor. One of two Caterpillar certified Level 3 RV Service centers. North Carolina locations include Fayetteville, Garner and Mebane.
www.gregorypoole.com
MacAllister Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Caterpillar dealer throughout Indiana with locations in
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, South Bend, Terre Haute and Washington.
www.macallister.com/locations
Mustang Caterpillar – Mustang Caterpillar is offering a 10% discount on parts and service. To receive this discount you must
show your current Diesel RV Club Membership Card and let them know you want to take advantage of the
10% discount. Mustang Caterpillar locations are conveniently located throughout Southeast Texas.
www.mustangcat.com
Yancy Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Exclusive Caterpillar dealer serving Georgia with locations
throughout the state. Please check website for service locations.
www.yanceybros.com/map
Mercedes-Benz (Sprinter Dealers)
Capital Eurocars — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz dealer in Tallahassee, Florida offers a discount to
owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.capitaleurocars.com
Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead in Peoria, Arizona offers a
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.arrowheadmb.com
Mercedes-Benz of Danbury — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Danbury, Connecticut offers a
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenzofdanbury.com
Mercedes-Benz of Naples — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Naples, Florida offers a discount to owners
of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mercedesbenznaples.com
Mercedes-Benz of Westminster — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Westminster, Colorado offers a discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.
www.mbwestminster.com

continued on next page
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Valued Partner List
Freightliner Oasis Service Centers
ATC Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and labor. Freightliner Oasis Dealer, Tulsa, Oklahoma.
atcfreightliner.com
Orlando Freightliner — This Florida Freightliner dealership is an Oasis dealer offering a 10% discount on all parts and service.
www.orlandofreightliner.com
Stoops Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and service. Freightliner Oasis dealer in New Haven, IN. Discount only at its
New Haven, Indiana location.
www.stoops.com
Truck Centers of Arkansas — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Springdale,
Arkansas location.
www.truckcentersar.com
Truck Country of Decorah — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Decorah, Iowa location.
www.truckcountry.com/locations/decorah.cfm
RV Parts & Supplies
Boogey Lights — Boogey Lights offers a 10% discount on its Hi-Intensity LED lighting solutions designed for outdoor use on
RVs when purchased online or by calling 800.847.1359.
http://www.BoogeyLights.com
Mobileye Inc — Diesel RV Club members receive 10% off of the price of purchase and installation of its Collision Avoidance
System. Members can download and print the Discount Coupon on the from the Members Only section of
our website then take it to a Mobileye Authorized Dealer. See Mobileye’s website or product information.
www.mobileye.com/us
O’Reilly Auto Parts — Members of Diesel RV Club may take advantage of a discount program with O’Reilly Auto Parts
and their 3700 stores across the nation. Members must present their DRVC membership card containing an
O’Reilly program number to receive the discount on back counter parts.
Proteng Distribution, Inc — offers a 10% discount on revolutionary fire suppression parts that protect motorhome systems
and passengers from unnecessary harm due to fire and from the systems in place that were supposed to
protect them. Proteng devices are designed to protect machinery, engines, computer systems, electronic
equipment, and other high-value assets. They require no maintenance and function automatically. 561716-8364.
proteng.com
RV Glass Solutions — RV Glass Solutions offers a 10% discount (a cap may apply) on service with a maximum of $75 per
appointment. They have crews at FMCA Family Reunions as well as 2500 servicing locations across the US
and Canada.
www.rvglasssolutions.com/about_us.html
Other Types of Services
Overland Insurance Services — Get a free RV insurance quote online through Diesel RV Club and receive favorable treatment from the premier supplier of affordable Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv
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continued from page 13

PERFORM REGULAR INSPECTIONS

If your RV will be outside, it’s even more important to
cover the tires. Look for a high-quality tire cover that’s
UV-resistant since sunlight can quickly cause tires to wear
down and potentially rot. If possible, keep your RV slightly
off the ground before covering your tires for even better
protection.

When it’s time to put the RV in storage, thoroughly
inspect the tires first. Take a close look at the tread and
make sure that each tire is evenly worn. Replace any tires
that show signs of dry rot, extreme wear, or bulges. If they
don’t hold the correct pressure, it is a sure indication that
replacement will be necessary before the next season.

WATCH THE TIRE’S AGE

Check the Gross Vehicle Weight Rating for your RV, and
make sure that your tire tread has reasonable depth
according to this information. With regular check-ups,
you’ll feel good about the health of your tires so you can
hit the road in confidence.

You might wonder what an RV tire’s life expectancy is.
While each brand and each rating class tire may have a different lifespan, it’s best to replace any tires that are older
than six years of age for medium-duty vehicles and ten
years, at most, for heavy-duty rigs. Don’t go by treadwear
alone. A typical RVer will never wear out the tread.
Even if you take immaculate care of your tires, the standard maximum tire age for most RVs is around six years.
As they age, there could be hidden damage you can’t see
with the naked eye. The last thing you need is to head out
on your adventure and end up dealing with a flat on the
side of the road.

continued from page 5

Rock-Solid Rules
According to Cummins the following are some facts
regarding fuel economy, especially regarding diesel-fired
rigs and over-the-road testing.
1. Tires make the biggest difference in mpg below around
50 mph; aerodynamics is the most important factor
over 50 mph.

# of Drivers

Driver behavior can account for up to 30%
variation in fuel economy

TAKE GOOD CARE OF YOUR TIRES
With a little bit of effort, your RV tires should be able to
handle anything that comes their way. Always check for
things like air pressure and tread health.
Cover the tires to protect them from the elements and to
prolong their lifespan. Cleaning and rotating the tires will
also ensure safe use for many road trips to come.

2. Every 10 psi of underinflation represents approximately
a 1% penalty in fuel economy.
3. The most efficient drivers get about 30% better fuel
economy than the least efficient drivers.
4. Above 55 mph, each 1 mph increase in vehicle speed
decreases mileage by 0.1 mpg.

Summary
Every engine has a sweet spot where it delivers its best
fuel economy. To optimize fuel economy, the engine
should run at this speed during normal highway cruising.
Motorhome manufacturers and chassis makers specify the
powertrain, taking into consideration the desired vehicle’s
performance (starting ability, grade-climbing ability, and
cruise speed) and prospective vehicle owner’s desire to
achieve fuel economy. RVers with trailers and fifth-wheel
rigs are tasked with selecting the tow vehicle with the
performance characteristics to safely operate and enjoy
acceptable fuel economy.
1

Fuel Economy (MPG)

Much of the information in this tech paper is derived from
Cummings MPG Guide as well as information provided by
Caterpillar.
https:/forum.dieselrvclub.org

DRVC Travelore - Page 17

MARCH
Saving money at the pump feels
good! FMCA is excited to announce
a diesel fuel discount
program through
TCS. Members can
qualify for a cashsecured card, which
offers diesel fuel
discounts at almost
1,100 locations across the U.S.
https://www.fmca.com/rv-fuel-discounts

Register Online at FMCA.com
or Call 800-543-3622

http://www.leisurecw.com

