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Start Planning Now

Rally in the Dells of Wisconsin
Get ready for the summer DRVC rally at the waterpark and
family vacation capital of the world, Wisconsin Dells. The
city takes its name from the Dells of the Wisconsin River,
a scenic, glacially formed gorge that features striking sandstone formations along the banks of the Wisconsin River.
Together with the nearby village of Lake Delton, the city
forms an area known as “the Dells,” a popular Midwestern
summer vacation venue of waterparks, live entertainment,
restaurants, theaters, miniature golf, and river tours as
well as a myriad of places to shop.
The Dells have historically attracted tourists because of it’s
scenic beauty. In fact, the first DUKW (amphibious trucks

of World War II vintage) tours were begun
here before the 1950s.
Today, Dells Duck
Tours, Inc. continues
the duck tour tradition.
Lake Delton, Wisconsin Dells’s sister city to the south,
is where “Rally in the Dells” will be held at Country Lake
Roads Motor Home and RV Park. The rally will officially
begin on Sunday, July 12, and close on Friday morning,
July 17. Early arrivals as well as those desiring to leave
continued on page 4

Support Diesel RV Club – Saturday, March 28, 2015
FMCA’s 91st Family Reunion and Motorhome Showcase in Pomona, California
Seminar times and membership gathering are as follows:
Cummins, Seminar 8 (California 2) - 1:30 P.M.
Caterpillar, Seminar 9 (California 3) - 1:30 P.M.
DRVC Member Meeting, Conference Center (Sonoma Rooms 2 & 3) - 5:30: P.M
on the web at www.dieselrvclub.org and forum.dieselrvclub.org
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President’s Paragraphs
by Ken Carpenter, President of DRVC
Looking back, 2014 was an eventful year for the Diesel RV Club. We
celebrated the Chapter’s 10th anniversary, held three successful rallies
and expanded the number of Partners in our Valued Partner Program.
Most notable are Cummins Power
Club, Mobileye Collision Avoidance
Systems, and SkyMed International.
You’ll find a complete listing in the back pages of this issue
of Travelore.
The Chapter’s technical Forum (http://forum.dieselrvclub.
org/) continues to grow having reached over 2,650 participants and over 17,650 posts. Your Board approved the creation of the ForumPlus membership program targeted to
allow technical forum participants to enjoy Valued Partner
benefits as well as attend one Chapter-sponsored event.
This is consistent with FMCA rules that allow non-FMCA
member guests to attend a function without being an official member. ForumPlus members also receive electronic
issues of our newsletter, Travelore, and other Chapter
news. We will begin promoting this program in 2015.
Of our many Valued Partners and the wonderful offers
extended to our members, it is worthwhile to highlight
a couple. The first is Cummins Power Club, even though
their limited time offer providing a $10 savings for new
members expired December 31, 2014. Cummins Power
Club memberships are a great value as one not only enjoys
a 10% discount on parts and service but gain access to a
lot of important Cummins product information. We look
forward to expanding the relationship between DRVC and
Cummins.
The second Valued Partner to highlight is SkyMed International. As FMCA members we know that our basic membership includes FMCAssist (which has been restored) and
that coverage may meet basic medical evacuation needs.
However, the SkyMed program offers expanded features
and benefits and warrants consideration by DRVC members. We are proud to have SkyMed as a Valued Partner;
especially since many of our members belong to their
program. If you are interested in learning more about the
program, please visit our website http://dieselrvclub.org/
SkyMed.

As I write this Lida and I have departed for Desert Hot
Springs, California to attend our “Rally at the Spa.”
Our departure plans were interrupted by a short in our
inverter leaving us without power in the middle of the
night. I drove the motorhome to a great, local service
center to diagnose and fix the problem. During the lunch
hour, while no one was working on it, I was told it was
okay for me to go to the coach and fix my lunch. When I
opened the refrigerator door to get fixings a plastic tube
of pickled beefs fell out and dumped all over the floor. We
had packed hastily so I could get to the service center in
time – do you have any idea how quickly beet juice runs
across the kitchen floor? On top of this, the paper towels
were properly stowed for travel giving the beet juice plenty
of time to spread. I’m sure you have your stories, too, and
this gave us a good laugh after the mess was cleaned up.
Back to the Rally at the Spa. It was held at Catalina Spa &
RV Resort on March 8 – 13, 2015. As per usual, all Chapter members were allowed to attend technical sessions
presented at our rallies without having to register for the
rally. This brought in a few “locals” to the event. There
were two technical sessions, the first held from 9:30 A.M.
to noon on Monday, March 9 and the second from 9:00
A.M to 11:00 A.M. on Tuesday, March 10. While these
sessions were free to all members, we did ask that they let
us know of their plan to attend so we could ensure there
would be a seat available. We’ll continue this policy for
future rallies as well..
We hope you will be able to join us in Pomona and striking
gold at the FMCA Motorhome Showcase and Reunion.
One more thing … at the time of writing, Travelore was
being printed for mailing and, therefore, no information
from the DRVC board meeting made available. Please
watch the website and your email for updates from DRVC.
Travel safe,
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continued from page 1
after the close of the rally are welcome to do so and should
indicate such when registering. If unable to be present
for the entire rally, members are welcome to attend the
seminars even if unable to stay overnight. In other words,
we want as many
as possible to be
present for some
portion of the
rally as a minimum.
A regular part of
every rally is the
time for a group
photo at which
members are
highly encouraged to wear
their logo shirts.
One Diesel RV Club t-shirt will be
Beginning with
included as a part of the rally fee.
this rally, DRVC
Additional shirts will be available for
T-shirts will be
ordering at the time of registration.
available for
delivery at the
event allowing as
many as possible
to have a shirt to wear, polo or T-shirt style. Information
on T-shirts will be made available on the website.

Country Lake Roads Motorhome and RV Park
The RV park bills itself as “the crown jewel of motorhome
parks in Wisconsin.” One reason for this designation is
it’s unique shape; three concentric circles provide big rigfriendly access to any of the 90 sites that are pull-through
with adequate shade. At the center of the park is the meet-

ing pavilion. The interior roadways are gravel and all sites
are grassy and spacious. The local Walmart is across the
highway. For those with a gambling yearn, a casino shuttle
is available 24/7. While each site features 50-amp electric,
water and sewer service, please be advised that the park’s
WiFi is nothing to brag about according to reviews. If you
do require high-speed access, campers are urged to access
the WiFi from the office.

Schedule Overview
Early arrivals may attend a special worship service for
DRVC members Sunday morning. Registration and parking will officially begin at 2 PM on Sunday. Monday and
Tuesday will be devoted to seminars, craft sessions, and
area tours (a Duck tour and ride aboard a 15-inch gauge
railroad). Wednesday will be a free day for individual
touring and taking of photos for the contest. Also on
Wednesday members may schedule a time to get their
coach weighed on all four corners by Dick Lornston, owner
of Precision Frame and Alignment. Thursday will include
opportunities for general interest classes, a membership
meeting and an evening of entertainment. The 50/50
drawing will benefit the Wounded Warrior Project, which
has been designated as the official charity of Diesel RV
Club. Friday, after a continental breakfast, the rally will
come to a close.
Registration will soon be available via the Club’s website.
Websites of interest are provided below.
Country Lake – http://www.4countryroads.com
Chamber of Commerce – http://dellschamber.com
R&GN Railroad – http://www.randgn.com
Tourism and Visitor Guide – http://www.wisdells.com
Precision Frame & Alignment – www.precisionframe.com

Lake Delton and
Country Roads is
two miles from the
Wisconsin Dells
strip.
One of the steam
locomotives and
passenger cars of
the 15-inch gauge
R&GN Railroad.
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Don’t Forget the Generator:

Servicing Your Diesel-powered Generator
Generator service is similar
to your engine
maintenance only
smaller and with a
few extra changes.
As always, you
need to check
your generator manufacturer’s manual to find out filter numbers, oil
viscosity and rating, and coolant type used. Once you have
this information in hand, be sure to change your generator’s engine oil regularly.
Working inside the confines of a generator enclosure can
be challenging at times but the principles are the same
as your motorhome’s engine. You’ll probably need to buy
a small oil filter wrench to remove the oil filter. Some
manufacturers, like Tiffin, have been known to install
preliminary fuel filters in the fuel hose just prior to the
genset itself. This increases the life of the Onan fuel filter
inside your generator’s enclosure but you do need to know
whether it is there or not. Typically it’s a standard automotive filter that’s available at any auto parts store and
it’s the first thing you should look for if your generator
suddenly develops loss of power. Be sure, however, that
you do have adequate fuel, more than 1/4 tank, before
thinking that the filter is clogged. Air filters vary as to ease
of access, depending on which model of generator you
have. Check the owner manual for the exact location. The
spark arrestor needs to be occasionally removed and the
soot purged. Soot will build up in this area over time so
removing the plug and running the engine for a bit to burp
any soot out of the system will ensure that your exhaust
system remains free and breathable. Accessing the radiator
cap may require removing a panel for access. Again, look
through the manual for specific details.
In addition to the engine, you also need to take care of the
generator itself (the wire-wound assembly that develops
the magnetic field which creates the electricity). The generator is belt driven but these belts aren’t a frequent failure so it isn’t a great concern to keep one on hand. If they
do break, it requires a great deal of work to gain access to
replace them so you may want to pay a service center to
perform that headache when, and if, that time ever comes.

The best thing an owner can do for the generator is run
it, as in exercising it. Allowing it to sit idle won’t do it any
favors. Onan and PowerTech recommend running it under
a minimum of half load for at least 30 minutes, if not an
hour, every month. If having a generator serviced under
warranty, plan to be asked if it has been run regularly.
Running the unit will heat up the generator windings and
burn out any condensation that can form inside the generator, which is why you need to run it at a decent load for
a long exercise period. It’ll also flex the belt to keep it from
drying out and becoming brittle.
The typical diesel engine for a generator usually isn’t
as picky about coolant and most heavy duty coolants
designed for diesel engines will work. Some owners prefer
an OAT coolant because OAT coolant doesn’t tend to corrode aluminum such as non-OAT coolants. There’s lots of
aluminum in the generator’s cooling system so it’s a good
choice. It also means that you, likely, have standardized on
a single coolant for both the genset and RV engine, which
makes carrying spare coolant simple.
Servicing your own generator isn’t all that demanding as
long as you don’t mind a little dirt, have some time on
your hands, and have a bit of mechanical aptitude. Plus,
you’ll gain a better knowledge of the “forgotten” generator.
This is what a generator set (genset) looks like without the
shroud, as in the image above. This photo is of a PowerTech, a
company known for using Caterpillar engines.

Radiator
Diesel
Engine

“The”
Generator
(Electrical
Field)
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Time to Dewinterize?

Getting Ready for Summer RV Use

At the top of any RVers list is the task
of being sure the house and chassis
batteries are ready for service by being
properly charged. The following paragraphs will help you in this process.
1)

In general, most chassis batteries aren’t serviceable
since they are sealed. However, it is still possible to
check the status of the batteries by properly connecting them to a smart battery charger. The charger will
do a check of the batteries and report their voltage
level. Chances are, however, that if your unit has been
stored for more than a few months, the batteries will
need to be “topped off” by setting the charge rate to
20 amps or less. Even if you’ve flipped the disconnect
switch, batteries stand a chance of loosing a bit of
their charge.

2)

Unless you have non-serviceable batteries for the
house, check the electrolyte level in “flooded” batteries by removing the caps and being sure the water
level is at the split ring in the chamber. A mirror or
flashlight may be required for this step so be prepared. Again, if the motorhome has been sitting for a
few months and not plugged in to keep the batteries
at a proper float level, you may need to add distilled
water to bring the fluid to the proper level and plug

Next, check all the 12-volt DC devices of the chassis and the house to be sure they operate correctly
and that all fuses are properly functioning. Just turn
things on in a sequence of your choice remembering
that the chassis batteries handle the dash, exterior
lighting and the electrically operated steps of the door
(if so equipped). The house batteries handle all the
lighting throughout the motorhome.

Propane System

PE

N

The second item of importance
may require a service appointment
O
with a certified RV service technician if you want to be assured that
the propane system is ready for use. If you have an allelectric motorhome, of course you’ll ignore this area. But,
for the many that do, getting the regulator (connected
near the tank) tested to be sure it’s correctly balancing the
pressure can provide peace of mind. A leaking or malfunctioning propane system is a safety hazard that must be
discovered and repaired prior to use.
SE

House and Chassis Batteries

3)

C LO

Family Motor Coach Association has a helpful guide
every motorhome owner should reference from time to
time. The Motorhome Checklist is available via the FMCA
website at http://www.fmca.com/motorhome/basics/156motorhome-checklist.html so check it from time to time to
be sure you’re doing what you should as a “happy camper.”
For those going through the de-winterizing or annual
checkout process, be sure to read on for some helpful
reminders and tips.

the unit it to charge the batteries. Failure to do so will
shorten the life of the batteries while decreasing their
effectiveness for typical operation.

OPD

For many DRVC members, March signals the time to
start preparing the motorhome for the summer season.
To others, it’s a good time to make an annual inspection before heading out from snowbird territory. Though
most of the country has experienced an abnormally cold
and snowy winter, relax. It’s time to get ready for some
memory making in your diesel-powered motor coach.

1)

It is particularly important to be sure there is no
leakage around the tank. You can check for leakage by
brushing a concentrated mixture of soap and water
on the pipes. Once the gas line is opened from the
tank, and assuming all appliances including the water
heater are off, if a leak is present the soapy mixture
will bubble. Sometimes the fittings become loose from
the constant bouncing and change in ambient temperature with leaking being stopped through simple
tightening of the connections.

2)

With the gas turned off at the tank, use pressurized
or compressed air to blow out dirt and dust from
behind the refrigerator, around the heating element
of the water heater as well as the exhaust portion of
the furnace. Finally, open the main valve to check the
functionality of these appliances. A suggestion is to
start with the gas range (if so equipped). If the range
continued on next page
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continued from previous page.
doesn’t light, be sure to have
the propane regulator checked.

1)

Thoroughly wash the tire with a mild, household
detergent. Definitely do not use anything with an
abrasive quality. You want the tires to be clean to
facilitate inspecting them. Once the tires have dried
in the air, do not use any cream or polish with petroleum distillates. Though such products can make the
tires look shiny and new they will aid in breaking
down the rubber compound so that the tires become
subject to premature failure.

2)

Visually inspect the tires for any nicks, scrapes, or
cuts on the sidewalls. Look on the both sides of the
tire. This may involve crawling around to get a good
view as well as moving the coach a few feet to get
a good look at what may be hidden in the tire well.
However, before moving the coach, check on the
exposed tread for tread depth and any sign of uneven
wear. Also check for any foreign object that may be
embedded in the tread. Of course, when moving the
motorhome, be sure you do so safely and slowly.

3)

Check for correct tire pressure. This step will require
checking an RV tire and weight guide or referring to
the owner manual. Getting the tires to the correct
pressure requires knowledge of the coach’s weight
for the front and rear axles. Since most motorhomes
have dual tires on a rear axle, the pressure for them
will be different than the recommend pressure for the
front tires. Again, refer to the manual that came with
your motorhome or check online with Michelin or
other reputable manufacturer (http://www.michelinrvtires.com/reference-materials/load-and-inflationtables/#/).

4)

If you are unaware of your motorhome’s weight when
loaded for travel (the weight you’ll want to use when
determining tire pressure) then, by all means, have
it weighed at a CAT scale or other facility. If you’re
not familiar with the procedure, talk to the attendant
about what to do. When done, you’ll get a printed
report telling the total weight of the vehicle as well as
the weight on each axle.

Fresh Water System
Now we move to the third system
that needs looking into – the fresh
water system. As we all know, preparing this system can
take some time and a lot of water whether you added RV
antifreeze (the pink stuff) to the system or not. The difference is that if no RV antifreeze was added to the whole
system (depending on your locale for lowest winter temperatures) the time and water required will be somewhat
less, especially if you had a bypass valves in place on the
water heater.
1)

Always begin by draining the system. Most owner
apply air pressure to the system with the use of a connector made for this function. Applying no more than
30 pounds of pressure until all water is removed is
sufficient.

2)

Next, chlorinate the entire fresh water system, including the water tank, using 1/4-cup of liquid household
bleach mixed in a gallon of water. Use one gallon of
this mixture per 15 gallons of tank capacity. Pour the
chlorine solution into the fresh water tank and run
the water pump until water is flowing from all the
faucets, hot and cold. By the way, be sure to open the
valves on the water heater bypass. Keep in mind that
it will take a while to fill the water heater. Commonly,
this heater holds about 10 gallons of water. Let the
solution sit in the tanks and the lines for four hours.

3)

Drain the system from the low point valves until all
water has cleared the lines. Add water to the fresh
tank and flush the system until you are satisfied with
the odor and taste of the water.

Tire Inspection
CX 9N YEM 061
DOT
2

Finally, we come to the final item
to check in this list. Truck tires,
though much tougher than auto
and light truck tires, are subject to more abuse that most
people expect. For that reason, and the fact that your life
and investment are riding on them, it is an excellent idea
to clean and inspect them for signs of damage as well as
correct inflation pressure.

By now you’ve noticed that nothing has been said of the
engine or the generator set. That’s a whole other topic and
one to be covered at another time.
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Cellular Service Comparison

The Four Major US Carriers – Which is Best for RVers?
By Chris Dunphy and Cherie Ve Ard
With more and more diesel motorhomers depending on cellular service for voice and data, I thought this article,
reproduced with the permission of the authors, would be beneficial.
— Editor
If you live in one location and only travel occasionally, it’s
relatively easy to pick the best cellular carrier. Obviously,
you go with the one that you’ve observed to have the
best service within your area, knowing that coverage and
speeds may actually vary block-by-block in your neighborhood due to tower placement and network load.
You can ask your friends and neighbors for experience,
and you can check resources like:
• http://www.wirelessadvisor.com - A website that provides unbiased information on carriers in your area
• http://www.rootmetrics.com/us/ - Provides user submitted reports for signal and strength in 125 markets across the nation.
• http://opensignal.com - Another provider of user submitted signal and strength reports.
While there might be an obvious “best” network for a
given neighborhood, frequent travelers have a harder
choice to make. There simply is no, single, best network
everywhere nationwide. All of the big four have their
strengths and weaknesses in various locations across the
country, and sometimes regional and local carriers beat
out the national carriers in a particular location.
As a frequent traveler, you need to consider what carrier –
or combination of carriers – will give you coverage in the
places you want to roam. This article is an overview of the
strengths and weaknesses of the four major carriers in the
US as they relate to mobile internet for RVers – Verizon,
AT&T, Sprint & T-Mobile.

Verizon
Their Strengths: Without a doubt, Verizon has the most
widespread network and will give the broadest coverage
as you travel. They are extremely strong in metro areas,
and cover many rural areas as well. Most of their network
is owned by the Verizon, so you are roaming very infrequently.
By the end of 2013, they successfully upgraded most of
their network to LTE and are now rapidly expanding onto

their AWS spectrum (which they’ve branded as XLTE)
which will provide even faster 4G connection speeds.
Their Weaknesses: Such a wide network takes money,
and Verizon tends to be the most expensive. Although,
more recently, they seem to be offering more competitive
pricing as the other carriers catch up. They can also have
overloaded towers in some markets – and because so many
RVers depend on the Verizon network it’s not uncommon
to get to a crowded RV Park to find slower than desired
speeds because so many are online.
(A cell tower is a “shared resource.” This means that it’s capabilities are shared equally with those connecting to it. Hence,
the more people that access a tower for service, the slower the
speeds will become since each shares in the available portion of
the service available at that point in time. — Editor)
Ways to get service
More Everything Plans: You can get a plan direct with
Verizon on their ‘More Everything’ plans, which are highly
configurable for the number of devices you want on the
plan (phones, tablets, jetpacks, etc.) and how much data
you want to share between those devices.
AllSet Prepaid: – Also direct with Verizon, you can go with
their prepaid service plans which can provide up to 10GB
of data a month.
Grandfathered in Unlimited Plan: There are older discontinued unlimited plans that folks have held on to. Effective
November 2014 however, Verizon had a policy change that
makes it rather difficult to impossible to transfer ownership of these plans to new owners.
MVNOs: There are other resellers of Verizon data who provide service on Verizon, including StraightTalk and BMI.
Recommendation: If keeping connected is important to
you in your travels, this is probably the network to have
service on. And if you’re only going to have one carrier,
this is the one that will give you the widest coverage.
continued on page 13
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RALLY INCLUDES:
5 Nights Camping with Full Hookups
in Adults Only RV Park
3 Breakfasts Provided
3 Catered Dinners
3 Days for —
• Technical Seminars
• Ladies Craft Sessions
• Lifestyle Presentations
• Area Tours
• Membership Meeting
• Coach weighing
• Photo contest
• Team Activities
1 Day visit the area
RALLY HOSTS
Byron and Martha Songer
502-558-8219
Complete the registration form on the back of this page and send it today.

Lake Delton is one of the two, main
towns of The Dells area.

Big-rig friendly. Prevost conversions
have room on the spacious sites.

Since a free day is in the schedule, you’ll have the freedom
to take a boat cruise, get some photos of the unusual rock
formations and enjoy some of the fresh, Wisconsin air.

There’ll be time for a splash in an
original duck tour by land and water.

Even the big kids among us will enjoy a trip on the R& GN
Railroad. This 15-inch gauge line features a range of steam
engines ready to take passengers though the countryside.
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RAL LY R EG I ST R ATION
Diesel RV Club - July 12 - 17, 2015
The RV park, an adults only campground, bills itself as “the crown jewel of motor home parks in Wisconsin.” It offers big rig-friendly
access to the 100 sites, 90 pull-through, that are grassy and under tall pine trees. Each site features 50-amp electric, water and sewer
service. WiFi access is available. Enjoy all that the Wisconsin Dells area has to offer in addition to a great time being with fellow members of Diesel RV Club.
Please print or type the appropriate information in the spaces below.
Determine your rally fee, complete the form, then send it and amount due prior to June 15, 2015.

PILOT

Last Name _ _________________________

First Name _ _________________________________

CO-PILOT Last Name _ _________________________

First Name _ _________________________________

FMCA #:

___________________________________

Email: _ _____________________________________

Address:

___________________________________

City: _ _______________ State: ______ Code: _______

Primary Phone: ________________________________

Mobile Phone: ________________________________

Emergency Contact: _ ___________________________

Phone: _ ____________________________________

Coach Make: __________________________________

Model: _______________________

DRVC Member:Yes ____ No ____

First Timer:Yes ____ No ____

Length: ________

Handicap Concern:Yes ____ No ____

Will you have a guest(s) attending and staying in your coach? If so, please provide their name(s) and ages.
Guest of Member Information: _______________________________________________________
Rally-themed T-shirt (specify quantity and size) S _____ M _____ L _____ XL _____ 2XL _____
One shirt is included in the registration fee. Shirts are 100% cotton,
Additional shirts are available @ $14 each; $16 for 2XL size. Register and specify size by June 15 to receive a shirt.
Description

Cash/Check

PayPal/Credit Card

RALLY FEES FOR MEMBERS:
Two people per coach One person per coach Added guest in coach -

$395
$295
$120

$415
$310
$130

RALLY FEES FOR NON-MEMBERS:*
Two people per coach One person per coach Total Fee Paid (including T-shirts)

$425
$325

$445
$340
$ ______________

* Visitors attending in own motorhome are welcome to participate but subject
to a $25 surcharge; limited to one rally. Charge applied to membership fee
upon joining.
REFUND POLICY:
Registrant must notify Treasurer at least 14 days prior to start of rally to
receive full refund. Notice provided later will be dependent on advance fees
paid to vendors.
Make checks payable to: Diesel RV Club
Mail form to: 3916 N Potsdam Ave, PMB # 1107, Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048

Questions or clarifications?
Send an email to:
treasurer@dieselrvclub.org
Arriving early or staying late? Please
contact:
Country Roads Motorhome Park
1633 State Hwy 23
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965
(608) 253-213
www.4countryroads.com
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Diesel RV Club FAQs
Q. How much is membership?
A. Membership is $25 per year (eNews and/or printed newsletter via USPS),
and is due on the anniversary of club membership.
Q. What do I get for being a member?
A. Membership entitles you to full access to the Diesel RV Club website, the
Technical Forum, Travelore (Newsletter), and discounts from our Valued
Partners.
Q. How do I find the Club’s home page and the diesel engine forum?
A. Everything can be accessed from this URL:
http://www.dieselrvclub.org
To go directly to the engine forum:
http://forum.dieselrvclub.org
Q. What do you do at rallies?
A. A typical rally is about four days long at a top tier motorhome resort with
discounted site rates, multiple maintenance seminars, hobby and how-to
sessions, group social and get-acquainted times, catered meals, evening
entertainment, dancing, and time to see local sites. Rallies may include
silent auctions, access to some coach services
and presentations by RV vendors.
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Q. What is the upcoming Rally Schedule?
A. You can find the schedule of upcoming rallies on the Club website, along
with planned rally activities. You can also register online as well as
download, print, complete, and mail the registration form.
… Where are you?
Q. Do you have any charity and fund raising activity?
A. Although the Chapter’s purpose is to educate its members, we do contribute to various charities and organizations
in the areas where rallies are held. Wounded Warriors is our official charity.

Why Join the Diesel RV CLUB?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Exchange information on RVing and diesel engines with hundreds of diesel enthusiasts at the state-of-the-art Diesel
RV Technical Forum and seminars at all DRVC rallies.
Enjoy fun and fellowship through the Club’s full-color newsletters and at club rallies held across the country.
Attend FMCA activities, such as area rallies and FMCA conventions, with others from the Diesel RV Club.
Take advantage of 5% to 10% discounts on parts and service through our exclusive Valued Partner arrangements as
well as a discount on parts at O’Reilly Auto Parts stores nationwide.
Share tech tips, travel advice, and problem-solving information with fellow Diesel RV Club members.
Meet interesting people, form lasting friendships, learn more about motorhoming, swap coach modification and
maintenance information, and visit interesting places while creating lasting memories.

How to Become a Member
Complete and mail the form on the reverse side or signup online!
If you have other questions, email one of the following officers:
Membership: Tim Gerrity – membership@dieselrvclub.org
Technical: Brett Wolfe – technical@dieselrvclub.org
Publications: Byron Songer – editor@dieselrvclub.org
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Diesel RV Club – Application for Membership
Mission Statement: We are a club for RV owners with an interest in diesel engines including how to maintain them, get maximum
performance, and keep repair costs to a minimum. Rallies always include social activities and technical seminars and are conducted
in all areas of the US.

Membership in FMCA is required for full Diesel RV Club affiliation.
Membership Type (check one): 
Names: _____________________

[

] Regular, provide FMCA Number ____________

_____________________

Pilot – First

_____________________

Pilot – Last

] ForumPlus

[

_____________________

Co-pilot – First

Co-pilot – Last

Mailing Address:____________________________ ________________ _________ _________________
Street/P.O. Box

City

State/Prov

Postal Code

Shipping Address:___________________________ ________________ _________ _________________
Street – no PO box please

Phones: ______________________

City

State/Prov

_ ____________________

Home or Office

Postal Code

______________________

Pilot’s Mobile

Co-pilot’s Mobile

E-mail Addresses: _______________________________________

________________________________________

Pilot

Co-pilot

Occupations (if retired, former occupations):
______________________________________________

________________________________________________

Pilot

Co-pilot

Emergency Contact:_ ___________________________
Name – normally not with you
Newsletter Delivery Choice (check one):

Email Only [

]

__________________

__________________________

Telephone

Relationship

Postal Only [

]

Email & Postal [

]

Referred by Member: ___________________________________________
Your RV Information:
Coach Mfg:_ _____________

Model:_______________

Engine Mfg: ____________

Length:________

Model:_ _____________

Slides:_______

Rated HP:___________

Make checks payable to Diesel RV Club and mail to:
Diesel RV Club
3916 Potsdam Ave. PMB #1107
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7048

Note: Please feel free to duplicate for other FMCA members who are interested
in the Diesel RV Club Membership. PayPal payment option available on the
Club website – www.dieselrvclub.org

VIN:_ _______________

Serial No:______________

----- FOR CLUB USE ONLY ----Amount Received:

$ ________

___/___/____

___/___/____

Date Received

Renewal Date

Check # ______

Cash _______
Revised March 2015
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continued from page 8

AT&T

Straight Talk: Available in Walmart stores, they now offer
4G/LTE plans on AT&T via a hotspot device.

Their Strengths: AT&T has a reputation of having a smaller
LTE network, and that is true when you stack it directly
Recommendation: AT&T is a strong and widespread netagainst Verizon’s LTE. Howwork, and a great compliment
ever, a little fact that makes a
to the Verizon network for
Although we can go to each carrier’s online maps to
big impact is that while Veritravelers. If you need to keep
scout out if our next campground will have coverage
zon was still rolling out their
online, we recommend keepfor our carriers, we decided to make it even easier.
older 3G network, AT&T got a
ing AT&T in your arsenal along
We wrote an app for that!
head start by rolling out their
with a Verizon option. We also
pre-LTE technology called
feel that AT&Ts network is a
Coverage? (available currently for
HSPA+. In theory, it’s a touch
worthy contender as a choice
iOS, and soon for Android – www.
slower than LTE, but it’s way
to Verizon for those contemtwostepsbeyond.com/apps/coverfaster than 3G and is marketed
plating having only one carrier.
age) overlays our versions of the
as 4G by the carrier.
four major carriers maps so you can

Sprint

create a personalized coverage map for the carriers
In our experience, sometimes
Their strengths: Offers unlimyou travel with.
HSPA + is actually faster than
ited, on-device data plans for
LTE on both Verizon and
The maps are stored on your device so you don’t
a reasonable cost, which can
AT&T. When you combine
need to have coverage to find out which direction to
be useful for those who want
AT&Ts ‘4G’ coverage map
head to find your next whiff of signal.
to stream a lot of on-device
(HPSA+ and LTE), they actucontent. Currently actively
ally have quite a widespread
upgrading their network to
network that has strengths in places Verizon does not.
LTE in many markets and has a strong presence in urban
(Hint: many smart phones allow you to turn off LTE and
AT&T will often fallback to HSPA+ or 4G, which can some- areas and along interstates. They have a number of reselltimes be even faster than LTE due to less network conges- ers of their plans that offer higher data packages for
affordable prices.
tion.)
Starting in January of 2015, AT&T now includes Rollover
data on their Mobile Share plans - so if you don’t use all
your data this month, you can use it next month.
Their Weakness: Their prices are on par with Verizon in
most respects, which tend to be higher than the other two
carriers below. There are also far fewer reseller options for
AT&T data only service. Their network does have more
off-carrier roaming areas and they have rather low data
roaming limits of just 20MB of data per month.
Ways to Get Service
Mobile Share Plan: You can get a plan direct with AT&T
on their Mobile Share plans, which are highly configurable
for the number of devices you want on the plan (phones,
tablets, jetpacks, etc.) and how much data you want to
share between those devices.
GoPhone: Also direct with AT&T and available at retailers
like Walmart, you can go with their prepaid service plans
which can provide up to 5GB of data a month.

Their weaknesses: Their network is not nearly as large as
Verizon or AT&T and depends on roaming in most places
outside of urban areas or off interstates. They only allow
up to 300mb per month of roaming data on their plans
and charge very expensive overages. Their unlimited plan
does not include any mobile hotspot but is offers as a separate service for such service.
Ways to get service:
Unlimited, My Way: You can get a plan direct with Sprint,
including a ‘Family’ plan that you can share with friends
and family. There are only a few configurations on the plan
and the most mobile hotspot data you can add to a phone
plan is 6GB.
Prepaid: Also direct with Sprint, you can go with their prepaid service plans which can provide unlimited on-device
data that gets throttled after 2.5GB of usage in a month.
continued on page 14
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continued from page 13
MVNOs: Several resellers offer high bandwidth data only
plans on Sprint including Virgin Mobile, Wireless N WiFi
and EVDO-DepotUSA (who offers an unlimited plan, but
doesn’t include LTE). There are also resellers who offer
small plans for those who just want a backup source:
Karma, FreedomPop, TruConnect and Zact.
Recommendation: If you’re sticking to urban areas and
traveling mostly interstates, Sprint, particularly one of the
high bandwidth MVNO options, may be a worthwhile part
of your arsenal. But for most travelers, Sprint is not an
ideal option.

T-Mobile
Their Strengths: The self proclaimed ‘Uncarrier’ is shaking
up the industry by implementing policies not seen before.
Already they have weened the carriers off contracts and
device subsidies as well as pressuring them to offer lower
pricing and roll-over data plans. They continue to innovate
by offering features like unlimited music streaming and
not charging for data used to do speed testing. They also
offer unlimited on-device data plans that are priced by
how much high speed data is included before throttling.
Some plans include unlimited 2G data service in over 125
countries, making them a great companion for international travelers. They have pretty good urban coverage in
the USA.
In early January 2015, they started offering ‘Data Stash’ to
their plans. This allows you to roll over unused data for use
up to a year later, not just the next month.
Their Weaknesses: Their data network is weak outside of
urban areas and they have a lot of roaming areas which
will be quite slow.
Ways to get service
Simple Choice Plans: You can get plans direct with
T-Mobile, that are, as advertised - simple choices. Their
phone plans allow you to choose how much fast data you
want before being throttled, including an unlimited plan
that also includes 5GB month of mobile hotspot. Their
mobile internet only plans (for tablets and hotspots) is
quite reasonable as well. Unused data is automatically
rolled over into a Data Stash account that can be used in
future months for up to a year.

Recommendation: T-Mobile is a carrier to watch with some
interesting options. It may be worthwhile picking up a
SIM card from T-Mobile to keep around for quick activation when needed as a back-up source of data. They are
recommended for those crossing borders internationally
to have any easy data source. At this time however, we
don’t recommend them as a primary carrier for travelers
who need coverage nationwide. If you’re sticking to urban
areas and their coverage map works for you, their unlimited, on-device data services may be a worthwhile addition
to your arsenal.
This article primarily addresses data access to the nations’s cellular networks. Coverage areas for voice will be different from
what is listed for data. Also, to view images of the carrier’s
maps as provided through Coverage, please visit: http://www.
rvmobileinternet.com/resources/the-four-major-us-carriersdata-comparison/
— Editor

Get a Free RV Insurance Quote Online through DRVC!

https://www.myrvquote.com/drv

INSURANCE SERVICES
Overland Insurance has been a premier supplier of affordable
Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.
Look no further when you want the best
RV insurance coverage at the lowest possible cost.
Let Overland Insurance Services prepare a customized
motor home or travel trailer insurance proposal .
You’ll be amazed how much coverage your
premium dollar will buy.

Any RV - Any Size
Any Time - Online

connect with us on the web at www.dieselrvclub.org
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A Few Words about Coolants for Your Diesel
As an owner of a diesel motorhome, there are a few things
you need to know about the coolant/antifreeze circulating in your engine block. If you remember nothing else,
remember this fact: Know what is in the radiator and
how to service it. Depending on which engine is in your
motorhome and the specific type of coolant it uses, your
maintenance requirements may be greater, or even fewer,
than those for your automobile.
The main purpose of coolant/antifreeze in a typical auto
engine is well-known. In diesels it not only helps cooling in
summer and freeze protection in winter but it also serves
as a carrier for other additives such as corrosion inhibitors
and anti-foaming agents. In addition, there is a type that
provides protection against cavitation and cylinder pitting, a big enemy of larger diesel engines.
Diesel motorhome engines fall into one of two categories
when it comes to the engine block and the type of coolant
required. Smaller diesels, such as the Cummins ISB and
the Cat C7, are examples of dry-sleeve engines, which are
more like typical automobile engines. Due to their design,
these engines are not too susceptible to cylinder wall cavitation, so they can use one type of coolant.
The larger engines, such as the Cummins ISC, ISM, ISL
and ISX as well as the Cat C9, C11 and C13, all use wetsleeve designs. These wet-cylinder engines allow the sleeve

Regular coolants just can’t handle the effects of cavitation
so don’t put Dexcool into a large, wet sleeved diesel. There
are a number of heavy duty coolants available for diesel
engines and each have their own specific formulations and
specifications. Basically, though, there are two types that
are installed by the chassis manufacturers. One can be
called heavy duty and the other long life or extended life. For
sure, they are not the same as the coolant used in a car. Be
sure to check the manual that came with your coach and
always use the specified type.
to be continued in the next issue of Travelore

Expert windshield replacement…
RV Glass Solutions specializes in nationwide mobile
RV windshield replacement. With one phone call,
our experts will arrange for installation by a qualified
motorhome glass technician at one of 2300 locations
nationwide, ship your new RV windshield and take care
of the insurance and billing details so you don’t have to.
It’s that easy! We also offer side window repair at our
Coburg, Oregon and Phoenix, Arizona Service Centers.

OTHER
AIR &
COOLING

(that contains the piston) to come in direct contact with
the coolant. Wet sleeves allow the engine to transfer more
heat than dry systems, but because the iron sleeve is in
direct contact with the coolant, they have some special
requirements for their coolant/antifreeze and correct
maintenance is critical. This all has to do with cavitation
and liner pitting, an issue for the wet sleeve design.

DIESEL
ENGINE

…anywhere your travels take you.
Nationwide Mobile
RV Windshield Installation
Nationwide Warranty

Forum.DieselRVClub.org

(888) 777-6778

Info@RVGlassExperts.com

inquire of us on the web at forum.dieselrvclub.org
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Coming to Your Smartphone or Tablet

Popular Flipbook Format for Travelore
In a move to increase availability and access to Travelore,
the official publication of Diesel RV Club, a third format
will be made available. The format, popularly referred to as
“flipbook,” and is being utilized by many online magazines
and organizations including Family Motor Coach Association. Technically, special software is used to publish a
newsletter, brochure, catalog, or magazine on a website
so that it can be viewed with page flipping sounds and
animations. Unlike a standard PDF, documents in flipbook
format can be viewed by opposing pages or single-page
format while supporting printing or copy/paste capabilities. Another advantage of the new format is support

SALES AND SERVICE

Roger Crawford

Service
7201 N. I-35, Denton, TX 76207
940-387-2878 • 866-724-2378 • Fax 940-220-5788
BestValueRV.com • Roger@BestValueRV.com
Got your name badge yet?

Member Name
City, State/Prov
F00000

$11.50 at the online store

NORTH
TEXAS
RV
Jon Reller
11399 US Hwy 380 West
Krum, Texas 76249
jon@ntrvrepair.com

(940) 482-0186
Toll Free (888) 399-0973
Fax (940) 482-0187

for viewing documents on hand-held devices as well as
desktop or laptop computers in a manner suitable for the
device. In addition, user won’t have to download a PDF to
their device and consuming space in the process. To view
the flipbook all that is required is clicking on the appropriate link at the DRVC website. As a result, members will be
able to view the current edition of Travelore.
Travelore will continue to be made available in PDF each
quarter for those who prefer to download and archive a
personal copy. In addition, you’ll continue to receive the
print version produced and mailed every six months.
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Valued Partner List
Independent Service Centers
Accelerated Diesel — Accelerated Diesel offers full service diesel engine and drive train
repair. They have over 40 years combined experience with all diesel
engines. Every coach receives a free vehicle inspection and coming soon,
turnkey RV storage. Show your membership card and get a 10% Discount on service (labor) provided
at their location in Tyler, Texas at 12614 County Road 431.
Phone: (903) 881-9765
Alfateers Service Centers — 5% discount on parts and labor. Alfateers provides service for most major makes and
models of motorhomes and other RVs. They offer a free RV wash and carpet shampoo with every
qualified service. Services include upgrades, collision, accidental damage, and maintenance service.
Fontana, CA.

www.alfateersrvservice.com
Precision Frame & Alignment — Elk River, MN, an industry leader in RV suspension, alignment and tire business, is
offering 10% off of labor and 10% off of parts related to suspension and brakes (and other repairs, as
needed), and $25 per tire discount on Bridgestone RV Tires as well as other brands.
http://www.precisionframe.com/
Premier Motor Coach Services — 10% discount on parts and labor. Premier Motor Coach Services (Tucson, AZ) is
offering a 10% discount on parts and service. Please note the new location conveniently located at
I-10 & Exit 264 (Palo Verde).

www.PremierMCS.com
RVincidents — 10% discount on parts and labor. An RV repair, body and paint specialty company in Nixa, MO. They
provide high quality repair services for all types of RVs, buses and trailers.

www.rvincidents.net
RV Parts & Supplies
Coach Supply Direct — Coach Supply is offering a 5% discount off their already competitive prices. The discount applies
to all products listed on website.

www.CoachSupplyDirect.com
Fire & Life Safety — Mac the Fire Guy is offering a 10% Valued Partner discount on RV Fire Safety equipment and supplies.

macthefireguy.com
MCD Innovations — MCD is offering a 10% discount on all shade purchases. They have a full line of day/night manual
and power shades.

www.mcdinnovations.com
O’Reilly Auto Parts — Members of Diesel RV Club may take advantage of a discount program with O’Reilly Auto Parts
and their 3700 stores across the nation. Members must present their DRVC membership card containing
an O’Reilly program number to receive the discount on back counter parts.
RV Glass Solutions — RV Glass Solutions offers a 10% discount (a cap may apply) on service with a maximum of $75
per appointment. They have crews at FMCA Family Reunions as well as 2500 servicing locations
across the US and Canada.

www.rvglasssolutions.com/about_us.html
continued on next page
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Valued Partner List
Caterpillar Dealers
Carolina CAT — 10% discount on parts and labor up to a limit of $250. Caterpillar dealer
in North Carolina with locations in Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro,
Monroe, and Statesville.

www.carolinacat.com
Gregory Poole Equipment Co, — 10% discount on parts and labor. One of two Caterpillar certified Level 3 RV Service
centers. North Carolina locations include Fayetteville, Garner and Mebane.

www.gregorypoole.com
MacAllister Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Caterpillar dealer throughout Indiana with locations in
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, South Bend, Terre Haute and Washington.

www.macallister.com/locations
Mustang Caterpillar – Mustang Caterpillar is offering a 10% discount on parts and service. To receive this discount
you must show your current Diesel RV Club Membership Card and let them know you want to take
advantage of the 10% discount. Mustang Caterpillar locations are conveniently located throughout
Southeast Texas.
Yancy Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Exclusive Caterpillar dealer serving Georgia with locations
throughout the state. Please check website for service locations.

www.yanceybros.com/map
Cummins/Onan Engine Owners
Cummins Power Club — Owners of an RV with a Cummins engine or an Onan Generator, it makes sense to be a club
member. Members receive a 10% discount on Cummins Genuine Parts and Valvoline products. The
discount also applies to service repairs and maintenance

www.cumminspowerclub.com
Mercedes-Benz (Sprinter Dealers)
Capital Eurocars — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz dealer in Tallahassee, Florida offers a discount to
owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.

www.capitaleurocars.com
Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead in Peoria, Arizona
offers a discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.

www.arrowheadmb.com
Mercedes-Benz of Danbury — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Danbury, Connecticut offers a
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.

www.mercedesbenzofdanbury.com
Mercedes-Benz of Naples — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Naples, Florida offers a discount to
owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.

www.mercedesbenznaples.com
Mercedes-Benz of Westminster — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Westminster, Colorado offers a
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.

www.mbwestminster.com

continued on next page
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Valued Partner List
Freightliner Oasis Service Centers
ATC Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and labor. Freightliner Oasis Dealer, Tulsa,
Oklahoma.

atcfreightliner.com
Orlando Freightliner — This Florida Freightliner dealership is an Oasis dealer offering a 10% discount on all parts and
service.

www.orlandofreightliner.com
Freightliner Oasis Service Centers (continued)
Stoops Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and service. Freightliner Oasis dealer in New Haven, IN. Discount only at
its New Haven, Indiana location.

www.stoops.com
Truck Centers of Arkansas — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Springdale,
Arkansas location.

www.truckcentersar.com
Truck Country of Decorah — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Decorah, Iowa location.

www.truckcountry.com/locations/decorah.cfm
Other Types of Services
Mobileye INC — Mobileye is offering Diesel RV Club members 10% off of the price of purchase and installation of its
Collision Avoidance System. Members can download and print the Discount Coupon on the from the
Members Only section of our website then take it to a Mobileye Authorized Dealer. See Mobileye’s
website or product information.

www.mobileye.com/us
Overland Insurance Services — Get a free RV insurance quote online through Diesel RV Club and receive favorable
treatment from the premier supplier of affordable Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.

https://www.myrvquote.com/drv
RV Golf Club — RV Golf Club offers a 20% discount* on annual membership which offers free RV parking at golf
courses and RV resorts with golf facilities all over North America. Members must use the link on the
Diesel RV Club website to obtain the discount. (RV Golf Club will pay the Diesel RV Club a 20% referral fee for each membership.)

www.RVGolfClub.com
SkyMed — SkyMed picks up where other travel plans leave off providing air ambulance membership services, medical
air evacuation, emergency travel services, travel insurance, and personal concierge services without
co-pays, deductibles, or claim forms. As a member of DRVC, you receive an exclusive club discount
from SkyMed’s menu of policies and options.

www.skymed.com
end of listing

Official publication of the Diesel RV Club, an international chapter of FMCA
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