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Official publication of the Diesel RV Club

Summer Rally Information:

Wyoming
Adventure
– June
Rally
on the Western
Pacific – Summer
Rally on
Coos2-7,
Bay 2013
2014 seems to be the year of the coast-to-coast emphasis.
In March, members and visitors of Diesel RV Club met
at the Coastal Georgia RV Resort March 2-7. For July
27 - August 1 the rally will be on the Pacific coast on Coos
Bay at The Mill Casino, Hotel and RV Park in North Bend,
Oregon on US 101, the famous coastal highway running
from California to Washington.
Added Bonus
Eric Olstrom of Premier Motor Coach Service, Inc. will be
available at the rally to do repairs to your coach while you
are there. If interested, call Eric or Randy at Premier to
schedule the repair and order any parts needed. Premier,
one of the DRVC’s Valued Partners, will offer a 10% discount on labor to all rally attendees.

the landscape along with an array of restaurants, unique
shops, museums, antique shops and more.
North Bend, originally named Yarrow, was founded in
1863 by Thomas Symons and later purchased by Louis
Simpson 1902. He merged Yarrow with “Old Town,” a mill
site owned by his father Asa, and renamed the area North
Bend in 1903. Asa Simpson – sea captain, shipbuilder,
lumberman – built a sawmill and shipyard in the mid
1850’s at the north bend of the Coos Bay where 55 vessels were built between 1858 and 1903. A walking tour of
North Bend will provide an excellent opportunity for those
with cameras to get pictures for the photo contest.
continued on page 7

About the Area

On the “north bend” of the bay is, of course, North Bend
which boasts great beaches, the Oregon Coast’s only
airport, and a diverse mix of dining, shopping and culture
found in the downtown area. Charleston is a quaint fishing village with a bustling marina. It claims to have the
freshest seafood around. A stroll through Coos Bay shows
the merging of past and present. Historic buildings dot
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North Bend, Coos Bay, and Charleston form a unique
section of the Oregon coastline known as Oregon’s Adventure Coast for a variety of reasons. Each community has
its own distinctive flavor and unique draws and are tied
together by Coos Bay (the water) that ultimately provides
access to the Pacific Ocean. The Bay itself is the deepest
working port between Seattle and San Francisco. While it
is common to see huge, ocean-going freighters, fishermen,
kayakers and windsurfers have carved out a place to play
as well.
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President’s Paragraphs
by Ken Carpenter, President of DRVC
Finally, the long winter seems to have
come to an end. We expressed this
sentiment at the Perry business meeting in March and find encouragement
that it is now true.
The Diesel RV Club was presented
with a 10th Year Anniversary Certificate during the Members Meeting at
Perry by the senior executives of FMCA International: Bill
Campbell, vice president, David Kessler, vice president,
Jerry Ayres, senior vice president, and Al Vormittag, president. We celebrated with birthday cake at the conclusion
of the informational meeting.

Regional Emphasis
As we embark on a program to conduct regional/social rallies, consideration is been given to some form of regional
“structure.” Another concept would involve all members
with an interest in doing so becoming “Ambassadors” to
aid in seeking new members and promoting the Chapter
throughout the USA and Canada. A discussion paper was
shared during the Membership Meeting at Perry that
reflected some of our thinking—with the exception of
scheduling our first regional rally (see the information
on the Branson Rally elsewhere in this issue of Travelore),
there have been no major decisions on the steps to be
taken to offer these gatherings that require less travel. We
will keep you posted as we go forward. However, you are
encourage to contact any of your officers with your suggestions on what you think will help reach your fellow RVers
in your area.
At the meeting we also discussed a new handout to guide
members in accessing our website and Technical Forum.
A brochure was developed that can be accessed from our
website.

Membership Initiative
Your Board of Directors is pleased to announce an initiative designed to attract new members to your chapter and
to FMCA. We have seen a 27% increase in the number of
Technical Forum participants since this time last year. We
now have over 2,400 registered participants of the Forum.

Ken Carpenter, president of Diesel RV Club, received a certificate
from FMCA in recognition of 10 years of existence as an affiliated
club at the Perry, Georgia convention. Pictured, from left to right,
are Bill Campbell, David Kessler, Jery Ayres, Al Vormittag, and Ken
Carpenter.

To take advantage of this growth the Board has approved
the creation of a new membership classification, called
ForumPlus. This new level of membership will entitle
forum participants, who elect to enroll, to participate in
the Chapter’s Valued Partner program, receive newsletters and attend one Chapter sponsored rally as a guest.
We hope this approach will entice them to join FMCA and
become Regular members. Please help us encourage Forum
participants to take advantage of the ForumPlus membership offer. Annual dues are $25, the same as the Regular
membership fee, and enrollment can be made online or by
completing and mailing a printed application.

Summing Up
Lida and I plan to attend the Coos Bay, Or and Branson, MO rallies and look forward to seeing you. If your
plans include attending FMCA’s 90th Family Reunion &
Motorhome Showcase in Redmond, Oregon, please consider signing up to be a Security Volunteer.”
Travel safe,

Page 4 - DRVC Travelore

Spring Rally Review

In spite of the weather, Georgia is still on our minds
Thirty-nine registrants were in attendance at the spring
rally held at Coastal Georgia RV Resort in Brunswick
March 2-7 2014. The rally featured variety – a variety of
weather, entertainment, food, attendees, and all the rest.
Of those present, twelve registrants indicated it was their
first Diesel RV Rally. That means there were a variety of
“new faces,” too.
As to the weather, it was pleasant and sunny on the first
couple of days, especially the day when the officers met
in advance of everyone else showing up. Then, as though
winter was yet to visit the area once again, it turned rainy
and cool. However, not even the cool rain dampened the
spirits of those in attendance.

The facility, Coastal Georgia RV Resort, was very nice. The
roadways were paved with asphalt while the RV pads were
concrete. There were plantings separating each location
making one believe it would be truly beautiful when things
were in full bloom. The campground even has lake-fed
water system that RVers can use to wash their units.
Other than the comaraderie and the sessions, the most
interesting part of the rally was the shrimpboat cruise on
the Lady Jane. Though the dress for the day was coats and
gloves. The main cabin of the boat filled quickly but those
who remained on the main deck received quite an education from the marine biologist. Of course, the fresh, boiled
shrimp added to the success of the event.

Seventy-six individuals representing 39 coaches attended the Diesel RV Club’s Georgia on My Mind
rally at the Coastal Georgia RV Resort in Brunswick, Georgia. Eighteen states were
represented with a dozen registrants (22 people) attending as first-timers.
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Derrel Letulle and Joanne Brown made up the winning
team in Bean Bag Toss at the Brunswick rally. Ken Carpenter presents them with their PayDay bars.

The “also ran” team in Bean Bag Baseball received Butterfinger bars as their reward. This time, Ken was on the
receiving end of the award.

Anniversay cake before being served during meeting at
FMCA in Perry - At right: Photo of certificate from FMCA.

NORTH
TEXAS
RV

SALES AND SERVICE

Roger Crawford

Service
7201 N. I-35, Denton, TX 76207
940-387-2878 • 866-724-2378 • Fax 940-220-5788
BestValueRV.com • Roger@BestValueRV.com

Jon Reller
11399 US Hwy 380 West
Krum, Texas 76249
jon@ntrvrepair.com

(940) 482-0186
Tol Free (888) 399-0973
Fax (940) 482-0187
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Getting to Know You

Natasha and Jim Nichols
This is the second of an occasional series of articles focusing on rally-attending DRVC members.
Two people, a fun-loving couple, you’ll frequently see at a
rally are Jim and Natasha. They’re always involve and are
usually found having fun. Camping and RVing aren’t new
to them. They had camped in tents for years with their
family, including camping with their son when he was in
Boy Scouts. An illness in 2000 inadvertently provided the
couple with some unexpected opportunities.
Jim began planning a trip he had always wanted to take to
Yellowstone National Park. They bought an old “Lucy and
Desi” type of trailer, which became a refurbishing project
for Jim as he recovered. When the renovations were complete, their first trip in their revamped trailer was the one
that Jim had planned; they went to
Yellowstone. They were “hooked”
on RVing and camping “without
sleeping on the ground.”

involved fabricating an air intake at the rear at roof level
on the driver side. While it looks impressive and very
original, Jim says it doesn’t help much. Be sure to ask
him about his improvements to their coach if you get the
chance to meet him, he’s happy to share information and
tips with other people.
Jim and Natasha have been full-timers since 2008,
and enjoy traveling to California at least twice a year to
see Jim’s mother. They return to California during the
summer as Campground Hosts, where their grandchildren enjoy spending a week or two with them, helping as
“Junior Rangers.” Jim and Natasha enjoy this quality time
they get to spend with the “grands”
and feel that camping together
makes good memories they all can
treasure throughout the year.

Since that first RV and their introNatasha and Jim enjoy traveling
ductory trip, they have enjoyed
to interesting and beautiful places
many more miles and a few other
like New England, Alaska and the
recreational vehicles. Their current
Yukon, eastern Canada, the Florida
unit is a 2005 Beaver Monterey.
Keys and the barrier islands of the
They purchased it sight unseen
Carolinas. They spoke with pleasure
from a dealer who had been searchabout trips they’re planning such
ing for a newer coach for them
as a tour of the parks of Utah and
for close to a year. They said they
Colorado this fall and a trip to the
had been talking with a dealer at a
Maritime Provinces of Canada for
Natasha and Jim Nichols attended the recent
“Homecoming” event, and during
2016, a plan that originated around
DRVC rally in Brunswick, GA
their conversation he asked what
the campfire of a rally they recently
they wanted their next coach to be like; they both started
attended. Natasha reports that they enjoy traveling in
mentioning things they’d like to have in a motorhome in
groups as well as a couple.
a manner like most people talk about preferences with no
They both remarked on the value RV clubs, like the Diesel
particular vision in mind. Natasha said they were both
RV Club and FMCA, and the rallies attended over the
stunned when the dealer called seven months later and
years. Through club membership they say they have given
told them he had found their dream vehicle!
and received helpful information, gotten discounts on
Since then, Jim has found a few things he has improved,
goods and services, seen some wonderful areas, and made
like an improvement he made to the function of the
friends. I hope you’ll have a chance to meet Natasha and
windshield wipers. He’s also added front- and side-view
Jim, and that you’ll have the time to chat a little with
cameras. Jim, who has worked in a body shop, also made
them, to share stories, tips, and the pleasure of the diesel
changes in how the coach takes in air for the turbo charmotorhome lifestyle.
ger in an attempt to improve fuel economy. This project
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continued from page 1
Coos Bay was established in the 1850’s as Marshfield, but
changed its name to Coos Bay in 1944. The town of Coos
Bay is the largest city on the Oregon Coast with a current
population of 15,470 and also the birthplace of legendary
runner Steve Prefontaine.

City Hall, barbershops, and cigar and clothing stores that
catered to town-dwellers and to upriver customers who
arrived by boat. The north end of Front Street featured a
fish packing plant, creamery, ice plant, and ironworks. Of
course, all of that has changed now.

The name, Coos Bay, is derived from one of the area’s
Native American tribes and has two Indian meanings –
lake, and place of pines, both very fitting for this area.
Several Native American Tribes called the Coos Bay region
their ancestral homeland including the Confederated
Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians, and
the Coquille Indians.

Charleston is located just eight miles from Coos Bay and
North Bend and just inside the entrance to the bay. It is a
distinctive fishing village.

Hidden in plain sight, Coos Bay’s Front Street was originally a wharf which became the heart of a water-dependent community. From the mid-1850s until the 1920s,
the south end of the waterfront street (now US 101 paralleling the boardwalk) was lined with hotels, drugstores,

The harbor is the heart of this community and serves as a
home port to a large commercial fishing fleet. DRVC members visiting Charleston will find a bustling marina serving
charter boat operators, sports fishermen, crabbers and
recreational boaters. The harbor area includes restaurants,
tackle, seafood, and unique gift shops.
Charleston is Oregon’s Adventure Coast’s gateway to
outstanding ocean beaches, state parks, and stunning,
untouched scenery. Follow Cape Arago Highway and you’ll
hit a trifecta of beauty in Sunset Bay State Park, Shore
Acres State Park and Cape Arago State Park. Also to be
found is world class surfing and scuba diving opportunities along with hiking and biking trails suited to all levels.

Shore Acres State Park
One of the optional activities for the rally involves a tour
to Shore Acres State Park near Coos Bay. Informatio is
provided here to heighten your interest in the trip.
Perched on a scenic bluff above the Pacific Ocean, Shore
Acres began as a private estate with luxurious gardens
featuring trees, shrubs, and flowering plants brought from
around the world aboard the sailing ships of pioneer lumberman and shipbuilder Louis J. Simpson.
Simpson developed the summer home into a showplace
three-story mansion complete with a heated, indoor swimming pool and a large ballroom. The grounds contained
five acres of formal gardens, including a Japanese-style
garden built around a 100-foot lily pond.
When fire destroyed the mansion in 1921, Simpson began
to build an even larger replacement - two stories high
and 224 feet long. However, financial losses in the 1930s
caused both house and grounds to fall into disrepair. In
continued on page 8
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Proposed Change to Standing Rules
The Board of Diesel RV Club has approved and will recommend a change to the Standing Rules at the Membership
Meeting to be held in Redmond, Washington in August.
See President’s Paragraphs on page 3 for additional information regarding this proposed membership initiative.
ARTICLE IV – DIESEL RV CLUB TECHNICAL FORUM
The Chapter sponsors and maintains a Technical Forum that
is open to the general public and which is an unofficial effort
to enhance communication and exchange ideas and is open
to anyone with an interest in Diesel Engines. The Forum,
which has a large number of participants, is not designed to
be nor can it be the official communication tool to any diesel
engine manufacturer (e.g., Caterpillar Corporation, Cummins, Detroit Diesel, Mercedes Benz, or Navistar) nor can it
be a substitute for calling the engine manufacturer’s service
hotline. The Chapter also has a number of Valued Partners,

businesses that serve the motorhome industry, that offer
discounts to Chapter Members on parts and/or services.
As an incentive to attract Forum Participants to become
Regular Chapter Members, and, therefore, members of
FMCA, the Chapter offers a special type of forum membership, known as ForumPlus. ForumPlus members will receive
the following benefits:
• Eligible to receive Valued Partner discounts, typically
10% off of parts and/or labor.
• Receive Quarterly Newsletters and/or eNewsletters
• Eligible to attend one Diesel RV Club rally without
being required to join FMCA and the Diesel RV Club, an
FMCA Chapter.
ForumPlus members are not Members of the Chapter and
do not have voting rights.

continued from page 7
1942, Simpson’s beloved Shore Acres was purchased by the
state of Oregon for use as a public park.

rugged seascapes, towering storm waves, and glimpses of
migrating whales from December through June.

While structural deterioration eventually forced the mansion to be razed, the restored formal gardens continue to
attract thousands of visitors. The garden features yearround displays of floral and scenic beauty.

Seasonal Peak Bloom Periods
Ever since its beginnings as Louis Simpson’s private estate,
the plantings at Shore Acres have been designed to take
advantage of the area’s mild climate. They have created a
“garden for all seasons” - with showy “peaks” of different
kinds of flowers every time of the year. Listed below are
the things that should be in full bloom during the rally.

5,000 flowering annuals/perennials
800 rose bushes
250 dahlias

Climate Data for North Bend (NOAA)

A garden pathway at Shore Acrea State Park

A fully enclosed observation building now occupies the
site of Simpson’s mansions, offering spectacular view of

Month
Record High (°F)
Average High (°F)
Average Low (°F)
Record Low (°F)
Precipitation (inches)
Average Days of Precip.

July
98.0
66.3
52.9
38.0
0.49
4.8

August
96.0
67.2
53.0
32.0
0.62
4.9
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Rally on the Pacific

Schedule of Activities
Sunday, July 27, 2014
2:00 pm -

4:00

Registration – RV Park Yurt
Sign-up for coach weighing
and optional tours
4:30 pm 			 President’s Welcome and
introduction of First Timers
Happy Hour and SkyMed
presentation
6:00 pm			 Appetizer and Desert Dinner

Monday, July 28, 2014
8:00 am			 Custom Breakfast Buffet –
The Salmon Room East
9:00 am			 Group Photo, details of
Photo Contest announced
9:30 am - 12:00 pm Technical Seminar in Spruce
Room – Brett Wolfe
Ladies Craft Time in Willow
Room – Lida Carpenter
1:30 pm			 Bean Bag Toss
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm Happy Hour – RV Park Yurt
6:00 pm			 Shuttle to Hotel and Dinner
Taco Bar Buffet
7:30 pm			 Announcements

Tuesday, July 29, 2014
8:00 am			 Custom Breakfast Buffet –
The Salmon Room East
9:30 am - 12:00 pm Technical Seminar in Hazel
Room – Brett Wolfe
Ladies Craft Time in Willow
Room – Lida Carpenter
1:00 pm - 4:30 pm Shores Acres Excursion
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm Happy Hour – RV Park Yurt
Bring Your Own Beverage
6:00 pm			 Shuttle to Hotel
Dinner
7:00 pm			 Guest Speaker from Coos
Historical and Maritime
Center
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Evening Entertainment –
The Young Bucs Doo-Wop
Band

Wednesday, July 30, 2014
				 FREE DAY
				 Take your pictures for the
Photo Contest
1:00 pm			 Optional Tour (two hours)
Betty Kay Charter Bay Tours
$30.00 per person, 20 people
minimum
7:00 pm or 9:00 pm Live Comedy Show at the
Hotel in Warehouse 101

Thursday, July 31, 2014
8:00 am -

9:00 am

9:30 am			

1:30 pm			
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
6:00 pm			
7:30 pm			

Friday, August 1, 2014
8:00 am 		

Custom Breakfast Buffet –
The Salmon Room East
Roundtable: Owner
Upgrades, Maintenance Tips,
and Lessons Learned
Games and Pet Parade
Happy Hour – RV Park Yurt
Bring Your Own Beverage
Shuttle to Hotel and Dinner
50/50 raffle to benefit
Wounded Warriors
Poker Run prizes, recognitions and awards

9:00 am

Continental Breakfast Buffet
– The Salmon Room East
		 Optional – Coach weighing
as you leave (sign up during
the rally).

Have a safe trip to Redmond, home or
wherever your coach takes you

Got your name badge yet?

Member Name
City, State/Prov
F00000

$11.50 at the online store
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RV Insurance

Total Loss Replacement Cost – What’s the Catch?
Ronald L. Jarvie, Certified Insurance Counselor with Overland Insurance Services

The following article has been provided to Travelore by one of DRVC’s Valued Partners, Overland Insurance Services. It is hoped that this and
subsequent articles provided will be of service to
the membership.
Byron Songer, Editor
Unfortunately for the consumer, the “Total Loss Replacement Cost” endorsement is not written the same by each
insurance company. All carriers write their own “TLRC”
form with some significant differences.
To begin, you must look to the policy language. You want
to see the words “Total Loss Replacement” in the coverages section of the policy declarations page (this page
shows the vehicle, the coverages and the limits of liability).
If that wording is not there, you do not have this coverage.
Fortunately, all carriers are much the same if a total loss
occurs during the first 5 model years. Initially, the carrier will pay the “fair market value.” When you replace the
coach, they pay the additional amount the replacement
coach costs above that initial payment. The replacement
must be with like kind and must take place, otherwise the
carrier only pays the depreciated value of the lost coach.

If not, they make no additional payment and, again, the
replacement must be with like kind. I do apologize, but
naming the carriers in this forum would not be prudent.
Before you pay your next insurance premium, you should
decide what you would do if a total loss were to occur.
Would you replace the RV? If not, the replacement cost
endorsement may be an unnecessary expense. If your
policy will pay the full purchase price, whether you replace
or not, you may still reduce your cost by changing to a
policy form providing a guaranteed settlement, but at a
lower cost, e.g. “Agreed Value” (to be discussed in a future
article).
The insurance policy is a contract between you and the
insurance carrier. Your reading the coverage endorsement is necessary to understand what your carrier will do.
Better yet, drop a note to your Agent or Broker and ask
for a clarification on how your policy coverage works. It’s
always better to know what to expect before a loss than
after.

Our First Regional Rally

Some carriers are more helpful than others when it comes
to assisting in the acquisition of the replacement coach.
Some will only pay the “fair market value” and leave you
to pay-off your lender and secure the purchase of the new
motorhome. At that point they will step up and pay the
difference. Clues regarding the situation or process may be
found in the wording of the actual coverage endorsement
attached to the policy.
Once the motorhome reaches it’s sixth model year age, the
coverage changes from “Replacement” to “Purchase Price”.
However, with some carriers, replacement of the lost
coach is still mandatory for them to pay out the original
cost of your lost unit.
There are two carriers, that I am aware of, that do not
require replacement of the lost coach once the age has
gone beyond the first five model years. They simply pay
the original purchase price. Two other carriers pay the
“fair market value” and you must replace within 180 days.

November 4-9, 2014
America’s Best Campground
Branson, Missouri
To register go to http://www.dieselrvclub.org/rally
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Valued Partner List
Independent Service Centers
Accelerated Diesel — Accelerated Diesel offers full service diesel engine and drive train
repair. They have over 40 years combined experience with all diesel
engines. Every coach receives a free vehicle inspection and coming soon,
turnkey RV storage. Show your membership card and get a 10% Discount on service (labor) provided
at their location in Tyler, Texas at 12614 County Road 431.
Phone: (903) 881-9765
Alfateers Service Centers — 5% discount on parts and labor. Alfateers provides service for most major makes and
models of motorhomes and other RVs. They offer a free RV wash and carpet shampoo with every
qualified service. Services include upgrades, collision, accidental damage, and maintenance service.
Fontana, CA.

www.alfateersrvservice.com
Precision Frame & Alignment — Elk River, MN, an industry leader in RV suspension, alignment and tire business, is
offering 10% off of labor and 10% off of parts related to suspension and brakes (and other repairs, as
needed), and $25 per tire discount on Bridgestone RV Tires as well as other brands.
http://www.precisionframe.com/
Premier Motor Coach Services — 10% discount on parts and labor. Premier Motor Coach Services (Tucson, AZ) is
offering a 10% discount on parts and service. Please note the new location conveniently located at
I-10 & Exit 264 (Palo Verde).

www.PremierMCS.com
RVincidents — 10% discount on parts and labor. An RV repair, body and paint specialty company in Nixa, MO. They
provide high quality repair services for all types of RVs, buses and trailers.

www.rvincidents.net
RV Parts & Supplies
Coach Supply Direct — Coach Supply is offering a 5% discount off their already competitive prices. The discount applies
to all products listed on website.

www.CoachSupplyDirect.com
Fire & Life Safety — Mac the Fire Guy is offering a 10% Valued Partner discount on RV Fire Safety equipment and supplies.

macthefireguy.com
MCD Innovations — MCD is offering a 10% discount on all shade purchases. They have a full line of day/night manual
and power shades.

www.mcdinnovations.com
O’Reilly Auto Parts — Members of Diesel RV Club may take advantage of a discount program with O’Reilly Auto Parts
and their 3700 stores across the nation. Members must present their DRVC membership card containing an O’Reilly program number to receive the discount on back counter parts.
RV Glass Solutions — RV Glass Solutions offers a 10% discount (a cap may apply) on service with a maximum of $75
per appointment. They have crews at FMCA Family Reunions as well as 2500 servicing locations
across the US and Canada.

www.rvglasssolutions.com/about_us.html
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Valued Partner List
Caterpillar Dealers
Carolina CAT — 10% discount on parts and labor. Caterpillar dealer in North Carolina with
locations in Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro, Monroe, and Statesville.

www.carolinacat.com
Gregory Poole Equipment Co, — 10% discount on parts and labor. One of two Caterpillar certified Level 3 RV Service
centers. North Carolina locations include Fayetteville, Garner and Mebane.

www.gregorypoole.com
MacAllister Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Caterpillar dealer throughout Indiana with locations in
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, South Bend, Terre Haute and Washington.

www.macallister.com/locations
Mustang Caterpillar – Mustang Caterpillar is offering a 10% discount on parts and service. To receive this discount
you must show your current Diesel RV Club Membership Card and let them know you want to take
advantage of the 10% discount. Mustang Caterpillar locations are conveniently located throughout
Southeast Texas.
Yancy Power Systems — 10% discount on parts and labor. Exclusive Caterpillar dealer serving Georgia with locations
throughout the state. Please check website for service locations.

www.yanceybros.com/map
Mercedes-Benz (Sprinter Dealers)
Capital Eurocars — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz dealer in Tallahassee, Florida offers a discount to
owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.

www.capitaleurocars.com
Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead in Peoria, Arizona
offers a discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.

www.arrowheadmb.com
Mercedes-Benz of Danbury — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Danbury, Connecticut offers a
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.

www.mercedesbenzofdanbury.com
Mercedes-Benz of Naples — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Naples, Florida offers a discount to
owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.

www.mercedesbenznaples.com
Mercedes-Benz of Westminster — 10% discount on parts and labor. Mercedes-Benz of Westminster, Colorado offers a
discount to owners of all Sprinter platform makes and models.

www.mbwestminster.com
Freightliner Oasis Service Centers
ATC Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and labor. Freightliner Oasis Dealer, Tulsa, Oklahoma.

atcfreightliner.com
Orlando Freightliner — This Florida Freightliner dealership is an Oasis dealer offering a 10% discount on all parts and
service.

www.orlandofreightliner.com
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Valued Partner List
Freightliner Oasis Service Centers (continued)
Stoops Freightliner — 10% discount on parts and service. Freightliner Oasis dealer in New
Haven, IN. Discount only at its New Haven, Indiana location.

www.stoops.com
Truck Centers of Arkansas — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Springdale,
Arkansas location.

www.truckcentersar.com
Truck Country of Decorah — Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Decorah, Iowa location.

www.truckcountry.com/locations/decorah.cfm
Other Types of Services
Overland Insurance Services — Get a free RV insurance quote online through Diesel RV Club and receive favorable
treatment from the premier supplier of affordable Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.

https://www.myrvquote.com/drv
RV Golf Club — RV Golf Club offers a 20% discount* on annual membership which offers free RV parking at golf
courses and RV resorts with golf facilities all over North America. Members must use the link on the
Diesel RV Club website to obtain the discount. (RV Golf Club will pay the Diesel RV Club a 20% referral fee for each membership.)

www.RVGolfClub.com

Driving Your Diesel

Fuel Economy and the Allison Mode Button
Brett Wolfe, Technical VP of DRVC
With the summer driving season
upon us as well as continued pricing
variances in diesel fuel, it’s seems a
good time to redistribute helpful and
accurate information with respect to
the Allison transmission and achieving improved fuel economy. Granted,
this may be old to some of you but to
others, it is new.
There are two, totally different “let the transmissioin
choose the correct gear” modes (program) in the Allison
ECU, which is the “electronic brain” controlling shifting
and other functions.
In Economy Mode, the transmission will not downshift
even at WOT (Wide Open Throttle) until the engine pulls
down to peak torque RPM in some applications and 200
RPM lower than Regular Mode in others. In Regular Mode

the transmission will downshift much earlier (to maintain
higher engine RPM). Only at higher throttle positions is
there any difference. So, on flat ground you will not notice
any difference except when accelerating from a stop if you
are at or close to wide open throttle.
However, it can make a big difference in rolling hills. If
you are in rolling hills and regular mode (particularly with
the cruise control on), it is common for the transmission
to shift down to 5th on the uphill and back to 6th on the
downhill. If this process is repeated hundreds of times you
will notice your difference in your wallet and at the fuel
pump. If Economy Mode is selected the transmission will
stay in 6th gear unless the hill is so steep or so long that
the engine can not pull it without dropping below peak
torque RPM. If you can pull a hill in a higher gear (lower
engine RPM) and the engine does not overheat, will save
continued on page 13
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continued from page 12
Fuel Economy and the Allison Mode Button
fuel. This is what all engine manufacturers recommend for
the most economical way to clime a hill with a modern,
turbo inter-cooled diesel engine.
If you know you will need a lower gear because of the
steepness of the grade and/or are engine temperature is
rising higher than the thermostatically controlled temperature while driving in economy mode, use the down arrow
to drop a gear (this is what I do) or switch out of Economy
Mode to Regular Mode. Be sure to switch back into Cconomy Mode (or shift up) when past the steep section. If
you don’t, you are agreeing to pump extra fuel at the next
fill-up by default.
If your engine begins to overheat while ascending a steep
grade, your HP/weight ratio is low or if it irritates you to
loose a few MPG on a hill in the name of saving fuel then,
by all means, drive in Regular Mode, the default mode
when starting the engine and selecting “D” on the console.
It confuses me to hear people advocate driving in economy
mode only on flat ground. Why? There is no difference in
shift RPM’s between regular and economy on flat ground
and, thus, no fuel savings. Of course, the one exception is
accelerating from a stop if you use WOT. In economy the
Allison will shift sooner than in Regular Mode.
Every time you start the coach, the transmission is in
regular mode. This is the default setting. When pushing
the mode button, it goes to Economy Mode and the light
on the panel illuminates.
There is no “absolute” on how much difference in fuel
economy driving in Economy Mode will have. As stated
earlier, there is little to no difference on flat ground. The
difference in mileage will be in rolling hills where, in Regular Mode (particularly if on cruise control) you will start
up a hill in 6th gear, go to WOT in 6th gear, and downshift
to 5th gear still at WOT. At this point, the diesel engine
will be consuming an increased amount of fuel. After the
hill is crested, the transmission will up-shift to 6th and
then likely coast a little in 6th gear (unless you are driving with the exhaust brake on). By the way, if you have the
exhaust brake switched on and you release pressure on the
accelerator the exhaust brake will be applied and the transmission attempt to downshift toward the programmed
gear, which is generally either 2nd or 4th.

And so it continues, shifting from sixth
to fifth, back to sixth, then to fifth, etc.
Such activity takes fuel and increased
the transmission temperature in addition to making you think your coach
has a nervous habit.
Now, for an important statement
some individuals have difficulty
comprehending. It is this: A modern,
turbo inter-cooled diesel is much more efficient at low RPM
with high throttle settings. Putting it more plainly, it is
more fuel efficient to drive in 6th and WOT while going up
a hill than to drive in 5th with higher RPMs and partially
applied throttle setting (lighter on the accelerator).
Note: In either mode, you are free (and welcome) to use
the up and down arrows to proactively choose a gear. You
can not screw anything up—even if you down-arrow to
1st gear at 70 MPH because the transmission understands
that you meant “please downshift to the next lower gear
as soon as the engine RPM will not exceed the pre-set
amount. Then downshift again when safe.” By the same
token, you can shift between regular and economy as often
as you want with the transmission in any gear when you
make the change.
Personally, I drive in economy mode 99% of the time,
including in real mountains, but use the up and down
arrows to choose the proper gear. I use regular mode only
when I am willing to say, “I don’t mind throwing a lot of
fuel away to gain a little performance.” When passing on
two lane roads, this is the case.
Now, about average driving speed and RPM: Experienced
owners/drivers develop an understanding of the “sweet
spot” for their motorhome. Some watch RPM while others
watch the speedometer. The wiser person will keep an
eye on RPM knowing where the merger point is of maximum torque and RPM. Unless you drive a lot of two lane
roads that are particularly hilly, you’ll achieve greater fuel
savings the closer to 55 MPH you drive. Economy suffers
for each couple of MPH above 55 as does tread wear on
the tires. According to the Goodyear’s RV tire guide you
experience a 15% penalty when you drive at 65 compared
to 55 MPH.
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Membership Report
Are you looking forward to the rally scheduled for July in
North Bend, Oregon on Coos Bay. If you plan to make it,
also plan to attend the FMCA convention in Oregon, one
of the beautiful states in the continental US.
At present, the Club has 608 active members. Since January 2014 (the most recent newsletter) we have taken on
51 new members. We extend a warm welcome to these and
hope to meet up at some point in the future. By the way,
the list is sorted by state/province.
Kyle Taylor
Troy, AL
Gerry Roesler
Kamloops, BC
Roger and Judith Wolff
Victoria, BC
Vincent and Candy Delgado
Brea, CA
Suzanne and Richard Gray
Folsom, CA
Steven and Carmella Huger
Orange, CA
Jim and Suzie Kimmons
Manteca, CA
George Saam
Santa Cruz, CA
Bill Edwards
Evergreen, CO
Cynthia and Bill Carey
Dover, DE
Jim and Mary Hunter
Newark, DE
Richard and Kathryn Heimer
Gainesville, FL
Don and Edith Hunt
Venice, FL
Albert and Michele Larcher
Sun City Center, FL
John and Tita Mauk
Zephyrhills FL
Frank and Marianne Mulligan
Marco Island, FL
Gordan and Virginia Owenby
Jacksonville, FL
Sunny Phillips
Tallahassee, FL
Preston and Marion Poole
Palm Coast, FL
Larry and Maryann Singleton
Port Charlotte, FL
Michael Sowers
Titusville, FL
Philip and Sandra Spence
St Petersburg, FL
Robert and Rosemary Wise
Tampa, FL
Valerie and Darrell Fullmer
Richmond Hill, GA
Larry and Carole Hilliard
Douglas, GA
Larry and Janet Martin
Hoschton, GA
Laura Schaefer
Macon, GA
Ray and Laura Stooksbury
Young Harris, GA
Ken Edwards and Suzie Adcock
Brimfield, IL
Ronald Schroeder
Peoria, IL
Richard and Becky Dirig
Wolcottville, IN
Jerry and Sally Ayres
Lansing, KS
Terry and Cathy Phillips
Cambridge, MD
Roland Trombley and Elaine Pancoast
New Boston, MI

Ken and Billie Ann Barker
Tom and Carol Weiss
Jim and Janet Staehr
Donald and Patricia Walker
Larry and Carol Haynes
Timothy Haueter
Jack and Terri Brewster
Dan and Pat Middleton
Walter and Maureen Schuette
Charles and Dale West
Marc Cohen
Greg and Connie Norr
Ed and Robin Bartholet
Rick and Tenna Pulliam
Armand Racine
David and Evelyn Crabtree
John and Heidi Marie Pollard
Tom and Sharon Danner
Jeff Mattice

Festus, MO
VanCleave, MS
Utica, NE
Millstone, NJ
Santa Fe, NM
Boulder City, NV
LaGrangeville, NY
Harrah, OK
Damascus, OR
Myrtle Beach, SC
Crossville, TN
Collierville, TN
Conroe, TX
Livingston, TX
Killeen, TX
Pulaski, VA
Chesapeake, VA
Redmond, WA
Milwaukee, WI

Join Us in Redmond for a
‘High Desert Sunrise’
Deschutes County Fair and Expo Center
Redmond, Ore.
Attending the Redmond Family Reunion is an
experience that FMCA members won’t want to miss.
It will be a four-day extravaganza of fellowship, fine
entertainment, informative seminars and impressive exhibits, set amid a beautiful backdrop — the
Cascade Range.
After July 31, 2014 registrations will only be taken at
the Holding Area. The Holding Area in Redmond will
open on Sunday, August 10, 2014, at 8 a.m.
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Get a Free RV Insurance Quote Online through DRVC!

https://www.myrvquote.com/drv

INSURANCE SERVICES
Overland Insurance has been a premier supplier of affordable
Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.
Look no further when you want the best
RV insurance coverage at the lowest possible cost.
Let Overland Insurance Services prepare a customized
motor home or travel trailer insurance proposal .
You’ll be amazed how much coverage your
premium dollar will buy.

Any RV - Any Size
Any Time - Online

Expert windshield replacement…
RV Glass Solutions specializes in nationwide mobile
RV windshield replacement. With one phone call,
our experts will arrange for installation by a qualified
motorhome glass technician at one of 2300 locations
nationwide, ship your new RV windshield and take care
of the insurance and billing details so you don’t have to.
It’s that easy! We also offer side window repair at our
Coburg, Oregon and Phoenix, Arizona Service Centers.

…anywhere your travels take you.
Nationwide Mobile
RV Windshield Installation
Nationwide Warranty

(888) 777-6778

Info@RVGlassExperts.com

